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.. US ey disembark from A C-130 transport plane at Tuzla on Monday as parî of the 
Nato contingent to enforce (he Bosnian peace deal signed in Paris last weck 
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Peace revives urge for revenge 


field where current enmities follow 
a paltern of unresolved conflicts, 
The sart of soukgearching that 
experis say İs essential to healing 
and reconciliation has been 
quashed by finger-pointing, hatred 
and denial. Nowhere in the Balkans 
has the cry of maral indignation 
after the second world] war — 
“Never Again!” — found an echo. 
“No one Îs even asking these ques- 
tions,” salid Vesna Pesic, a sociolo- 
gist and leader of the Civic Alliance 
of Serbla, an oppasition party which 
was against the war irom the start. 
| People do not feel responsibility 
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: troops were expected to pull out 
2 Thurtaday,' ` 


wholesale burning vf villages and 
the expulsion of neighbours whose 
only crinıe was being Roman Cath- 
olic, Eastern Orthodox or Muslin? 
Should the Bosnian Serbs shoulder 
a hefty portion of the blame? 

"Nine of my relatives were 
burned alive by Muslims in their 
house in 1993, and only one of them 
survived," Branka said. “Who has 
the right to say who committed 
atrocities? America, just because it 
is so powerful?" 

Ask about guilt and responsibility 
in Croatia, in Muslim-led Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, or İn Serbia, and the 
response is not very different: only 
the name of the culprit — Serb, 
Croat or Muslim — changes. 

In a war ostensibly fought across 
religious divides, many people in 
the crumbled remnants of what 
was Yugoslavia have not contem- 
plated the personal moral dimen- 
sions of the bloodshed, nor do they 
wish tO. 

Some say it is too early far auch 
appraisals; others that such isaues are 


irrelevant on a centuries-old battle- 


. Jordan. In the aftermath of the ` 
' killing, Iaraeli public opinion - 
strongly behind the : 


` Rightwing pares have pre- 
dictably condemned the latest 
movea towarda peace with Syria, 
clalming that Mr Peres has 
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government's peace policles, 


Dean Murphy In Pale 


HE MOST savage conflict in 
Europe since the defeat of 
Nazi Germany is officially 

over, but there is little soul-search- 

ing on the silent Balkan battlefield, 

An estimated 250,000 people have 
been killed and more than 3 million 
have fled their homes in three re- 
publics of former Yugoslavia during 
52 months of war. There is barely a 
family that has not lost a friend or 
loved one, or witnessed the cruelty of 
neighbour turned against neighbour. 

But front the Pale headquarters 
ol the rebel Bosnian Serbs in the 
mountains above Sarajevo to the 
promenades of the Croatian capital 
Zagreb, quiet reflection on the war's 
moral lessons is rarê. 

“The Serba have had a tough his- 
tory. They are not guilty at all," said 
Branka, aged 37, a Bosnian. Serb 
who sells household goocls at the 
market in Pale. “The blame belongs 
to the Muslims and.Çroats." : .. 

Wha should answer for the war’s 
mass eine, e rapes, the 


. with a eA announcement 
. that the. talks would resume and 
, that both aides had significantly 
softened their positions,. . . . 
, “There l4 great hope {hat the 
ٍ two. parties, have shown . 
flexiþillty now, can conclude lan 
` agreement] as early as poşsible,” 
Warren Christopher, the United . 
| States necretary of state, sald in 
` Cairo on Sunday. . 
“The key factor in the hew qpi- : 


` jÎ malam i8, ironically, the assnasl-. 
Yitzhak, ;:..: 
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Russian comeback ** 


tion. Mr Chernomyrdin said: “The 
Communist Party has already been 
opêrating for 97 years in Russia and 
got about 20 per cent of the votes, 
Our Home has been working only 
four or five montlıs and we immed 
ately got almost 10 per cent.” 

The goverpment hopes to 
weaken the Communist success by 
gaining seats in the constituency 
first-past-the-post contests. 

The Yabloko leader, Grigory 
Yavlinsky, whose § per cent vote 
gives liberals a perilous foothold in 
the Duma, warned af confrontation, 
He said: “If Yeltsin and his gavern- 
ment do not change their economic 
course and stop the war in Cheche- 
nia ... the results of the presiclential 
elections nex! June are clear — the 
Communists or nationalists wuuld 
come lo power.” 

Mr Yavlinsky has hinted at a will- 
ingness to vole with the Comınu- 
nigts on key issues such as a 


David Hearst and 
Jamas Meek In Moscow 


ENNADY ZYUGANOV, the 
leader of Russia's victorious 
Communists, set his sights 

on the presidency held by Boris 

Yeltsin, afler his party's impressive 

showing in Suncdlay’s general election. 

Mr Zyuganov said President 
Yeltsin and his prime nıinister, Vik- 
tor Chernomyrdin, had no right to 
carry out their old policies after re- 
ceiving what amounted to a popular 
vole of no confidence. Mir Yeltsin, if 
he is fit to run, faces a tough re- 
election battle next June. 

The latest results on Tuesday 
from Sunflay's parliamentary poll 
put the Conımunist Party on about 
22 per cerıt -— lwice that of tlhe near- 
est rival, Vladimir Zhirinovsky's Lih- 
èral Democratic Party of Russia, 
The prime minister's party, Our 
Honıe is Russia, was trailing in third 
place with under 10 per cent. resolution of the Chechen cunflici. 

Eschewing triumphalism, Mr The first key cabinet change 
Zyuganov appealed to other parties | could come soon, if the foreign min: 
lo join a “national patrictic coalition” | ister, Andrei Kozyrev, decides 10 
which could include the leftwing lib- | take up the seat he las won in Mur- 
eral Yabloko and the ultra-nationa | mansk. New rules forbid sitting 
Ist LDPR. deputies irom serving as ministers. 

Neither government nor presi Ji the scale of the Communist suc- 
dential sources initially appeared | cess was widely predicted, the fig- 
alarmed by the swing to the oppost- Î ures as a whole provided many 
surprises, The biggest shock was 
the strong performance by Mr Zhiri- 
novsky's LDPR. Its preliminary 11 
per cent was well below the 23 per 
cent of 1993, but was still far higher 
than the pundits had predicted. 

Many had written it off as a one- 
shot outfit which would be margin- 
alised once two years as heacl of the 
biggest party in the Duma had ex- 
posed Mr Zhirinovsky as a clown 
and a menace. It now appears that 
Mr Zhirinovsky, far from being the 
party's great liability, is its greatest 
asset — the only truly professional 
politician in the Duma. 

Of 43 parties participating, only 
four seemed certain to breach the 5 
per cent barrier to gain a share of 
the Dunmia's 225 penal repre- 
sentation seats, 
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HR س‎ Yonsi Beilin, Mr Peres's top 
TE Israeli rge minister, . adviner, ‘sajd that Israel was alm-. 
ن‎ Shimon eres, plana to an- Î ingfor û framework peaçe agree 
unce Israel’s recognitlon of ment wii 1 Syrla, which the 
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„f û" Heights if the new round Î: Iaraell people in early elections, 
وتو‎ talks between the two are committed tq س‎ 
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Net gain . . . Brazilian star Juninho tapa in for his first goal in a Middlesbrough shirt, to round off their 
4-1 victory over struggling Manchester City 
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of his three outstanding centre 
backs along with Busst and Rennie 
-— İs now (lııe a three-match ban. 

City began hesitantly on a skating 
rink of a pitch bu1 soon realised that 
Blackburn were unwilling to work 
hard enough for a first away win 
this season. 

Busst upened the scoring wilh a 
powerful header off the underside 
ùf the bar five minutes before half 
tiie and when the unmarked 
Dublin fired a secand 20 minutes 
later Rovers were sinking fast. 

Their defence — featuring the & 
million striker Sulton at centre-back 
— (lisintegrated as a header from 
Rennie and shots from Ndlovu and 
Salako helped lift Coventry above 
Holton at the font of the Premier 
ship. 

The mas relicved man afer 
wartls was Cuvenlry’s chairmar 
Bryan Richardson, who has 
proniisecl to add to City’s £9 million 
(leb1s to allow Atkinson Lo spend Mis 
way out of irouble. 

AL least he cul the overdraft. “I 
hacl £1 on Busst at 40-1 to score the 
firat goal,” the chairman beanted, 
then addled: “most of all Fm pleased 
fur Ron," 


Coventry City 5 Blackburn Rovers O 
Big Ron lost for words 


games and going unbeaten in 15. 
On Saturday he was at tlhe foot of 
the tahle with Coventry, whose Je- 
fence had been leaking goals fasler 
than their attack could keep up. 

That Coventry did not just beat 
the champions but blasted then! 
completely out of the water at Higl- 
field Road said as much for the no’ 
tivational powers of their manager 
as for his habit of hurling money at 
enough swashbuckling tearaways to 
crew a pirate ship. 

“Our positivity overwhelmed 
then," was how the cock-a-houy) 
Coventry winger Salako explainecl 
it, “We refused to let Blackbur İrm- 
pose their quality on us.” 

For once Alkingon seemetl as 
dumbfoundecl as his opposite nuı- 
ber Ray Harford, “We delfendexl very, 
very well, they didn't get too many 
looks at goal andl for us that was a 
pleasant change,” he mumble. 

Alkinson's relief was temperecl by 
the cliscovery that Whyte — signed 
on loan from Birmingham and one 
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Results and leading positions‏ 


Thîrd Dlvlalon: Barnst û, Bury 0; Camino 


Uld 2, Lincoln 1; Cardiff 2, ` Hartiepool O; 
Hereford 1, Colchestar 1: Leyton 
Exeter 3: Northampton 1, Torquay 1: Pyro! 
3, Wigan 1: Prealan 1, Fulham 1: Rochdat 1. 
Scaı 1, Derllngton 2 


Doncaeiw Û, 1, Mangslleld 1. ا‎ 
Poaltlons: 1, Chesior (18-37 2, Preston (19 
38}; 3, Gingham (18-36. ... 


BELL'S SOOTTISH LEAGUE! Premler 
Dilvlalonı Abardsen 1, Motherwell O; ¢ 
Hlbamtan O, Celtic 4; Kimarnock 4, e 

Aalth 1, Hearts 1; Ran 


1, Partick 0. 
..Î Lending Positions: ren u 


Celtig (17-38, 3, Hlbemlan (t7 


Firat Dlvislon! Diümbartoh ù, SI Mirren û 
Dundee 2, Dunfermline 4; Hamilton 2, ' 
Greenock’ Norton 3; Û, 


Ltd O. Leadîng Positlons: 1, Dunlemine 1 
"| (17-34): 2, Greenock Morlon (173k 3 


Dundee Utd {17-31}. 


Î Third Division Brechin 4, Eas! 0 2 
freonin (17-20: 3, Ross Colnty (1 و‎ : 
' | TENNENTS scgrrish الان‎ 


hound: Sirajiraer 0, LMngston 


FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP: Bolton O, 
Liverpool 1; Chelsea 1, Newçasile Utd O; 
Covenlry 6, Bleckbum O: Leads 1, Wimbledon 
f; Mani Utd.2, Sheff Wed 2: Middlasbrough 4, 
Man C 1: Nolim Forest. 1, Adlon Ma 1; South- 
amplon Û, Aısanal Û; Toenharm 1, OPA 0 
Leading Positlora!t 1, Newcaslle Utd (1 7- 
39}; 2, Man Uid (17-35F 3, Arsenal (17-30). 


Î ENDSLEIQH LEAGUE! Flrat Dlvîslon: 


Birmingham 1, Watford O; Chariton Û, Ilpawioh 
2; C Palace 2, Otiham 2; 0 Bamgley 1;. 


Luton 2, Wolverhampton 3; Norwich 2, 
Grmaby 2: Port Vale 3, Reading 2: Sheff Utd 
sraleld 2: Southend 2 Lelesler 1; 
ا ر‎ Millwall O; Tranmere 1, 
Siûha 1. 
2 Derby (21-34 3: Norwioh (21-94) - < 
Seoûnd Division: Bradlord û 2, 
2 terflpkd 2: Çrewa 1, 
EE Cartsls 6: Oxford Ud ë, 
لیا‎ 


2 ORO 1. 
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. Porigmoyin 2: West Bom O. 
Lehding Posltlona: 1, Surdertend 


Peterborough 
, j Brighton 2, Ba 


Football Premiership 


Mark Redding 


EN years ago Ron Atkinson was 
sitting on top of the league with 
Manchester United, who had begun 
the season by winning their first 10 
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Athletics 


Gunnell ‘cheated out 
of year's top prize’ 


ner says he was ordered to accept 
them. “TI can only express ahame for 
participating in what. amounts' to 
gross vote rigging, I should have re- 
signed then,” says Winner. He did 
so in June, 

Last Friday, the IAAF "firmly re- 
jected these allegations.” Its general 
secretary Iatvan Gyulai said: "Tlıere 
ia no explanation for them." He 
called Winner's charges “childish”, 
Winner says he still has the 30 vot- 
ing papers. 

A later IAAF statement fell short 
of denial, bearing inetead the lofty 
tone of a man used to ricling out 
charges of cheating, “The IAAF 
firmly rejects any effort to disturb 
the celebration of the best athletes 
of the year and wishes to confirn? ifs 
appreciation of them and all athletes 
whose efforts bring life and 
strength to our sport." 

The top three women announcecl 
last year were joynerKersee, iol- 
lowed by Irina Privalova and Sonia 
O'Sullivan. Noureddine Morceli 
won the men's award, fair and 
square, ahead of Javier Sotomayor 
and Sergei Bubka. 
© The annus mirabilis of Jonathan 
Edwarda, Britain's triple jump world 
record holder, brought him double 
honours at the weekend, First he 
won the presigious Atlılete of the 
Year award in Monte Carlo and then 
was named the BBC Sports Person- 

ality for 1995. The women's award at 
Monte Carlo went to Gwen Tor- 
rence of the US. 


Jeremy Alexander 


ALLY GUNNELL learned last 

week Ihat she was the 

women's 1994 Athlete of the 
Year. The news reached the British. 
athlete oan .the eve of the 1995 
awards İn Monte Carlo when 
Christopher Winner, the former In- 
ternational Amateur Athletic Federe 
tion spokesnıan, claimed that last 
year's votes were rigged. 

Winner tald USA Today that Gun- 
nell, who in 1994 held the Olympic, 
world, European and Common 
wealth titles simultaneously, lad 
topped the women's poll but was re- 
placed by the American heptnthlete 
Jackie Joyner-Kersee when the IAAF 
learned that Ounnell would not be at- 
tending the gala dinner at which the 
awards were announced. Colin Jack- 
son, Winner claims, was similarly de- 
mated fi'om second to fourth. 

The glittering black-tie ball that 
accompanies the ceremory is tele- 
vised to 74 countries and Winner 
says the IAAF president Primo 
Nebiolo was keen to ensure the top 
three afhletea in the men's and 
women's polls attend. 

Gunnell won the award in 1993 
and Winner says that, when he told 
Neblolp she had won again, the 
president said: “Oh no, not the Eng- 
lishwoman again.” Ten days later, 
he says, after the poll had closed, he 

received 30 ballots in an unmarked 
envelope, all in the same handwrit- 
ing and all for Joyner-Kersee, Win- 


2 Almost nobody joins Lou in diving 
for tha old Spanish colin (86) 

3 Setlie back on new biue paint {5) 

6 In lhe process of making 
everything smell of roses, send 4 
dozen 1o Radlo One (13) 

6 The shabbiest in ihe strael were 
subjected to a benefit enquiry {5,3) 

7 Relire early to bed withourt a top 
blankai? I'll ba hanged! {6) 

8 ltallan 24 took place ir the hotel 
lobby (6) 

10 Belazar's among those who 
cauıght a bad cold. Nolte the 18, 
24 (3,6,5) 

14 The Spanlard, on belng detained, 
was made to endure a long 
giratch {8) 

15 The missile must be polnted In 
order to be plerclng (8) 

16 Let the abutments oî one’s resiing 
places be dapple shaded! (8) 

18 The creator of 4, 10 and 17 was 
discovered at an auctlon in 
Australa (6) 

19 Loihario , the talan go-go dancer 


(8) 
22 "Wet back" is a new term (6) 
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CryOtic CFOSSWOIQd by Plodge 


17 Throw confattl at ua during the 18, 
24 435 

20 Due to go west In style (5) 

21 Chips servad with this same sherit 
(5,4) 

23 Marching orders gen for a ا‎ 
round {5,4} 

24 Itbaysa out from 13, finding any 
one of ihe 4, 8,105 and 7 (5) ! 

25 I's equlvocel that thay do gat wed 

.. (30 
, head over heele, they were 

couples (6)‏ 12 اس ا 


| Down. و‎ 
11 Itprotects tha Teatuço rather than 
: ihe Perngun? 44) i: 
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Aoross 
1 One who lays about did wrong In 
secrei (8) 
4 Emend a himdred legan 18, 
24 8) 
O Robin sornelimes hesltates to 
leave the game (5) 

10 Vet oralor"s prosê to follow tha 
lalan 24 @}) .. 

11 Having taken to the booze wiih . 
.both hands, we came to ese han 
nathingl (6,4) 

12 Ore of {he “Two Qanilemen" 
appsaring In "Al's Well that Ends 
.We (5 ., . - 

13 The one-lme dividend dispûnsera 
who covet nq praise (12) . 
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Gene research safe with 
much to offer humanity 


8 
i 
INTERNATIONAL NEWS 3 ل‎ 
worthy. Special acljudicaturs iıre, U S f I Cl 1 
أ‎ „, judiciî -hold- 

e r ears India test 

the Homt Office. 
Mr Young reserves his nıosl ex- 


complex", Today the Frankeusteiıt 
complex is exhibited by ill-informed 
and unrcasoning individuals such as 
George Monbiot against a teclıno- 
logy which, alone in the world, has 


Briefly 


D URING the seventies and eight | 
ies the Nigerian people elected 


could trigger race 


of unanimity in the country to start 


comprehensive test ban treaty were 


Haiti policy’ 


mies of President Jean-Bertrand, Î. 8 


and then re-elected a democratic 
government. Some Nigerians fin. 
cluding some famous Nigetlan au. 


second attempt İs now underway), 


travagantly self-riglteous language 
for Nigerian cases, But, once again, 
he does not address the facis. 


had no dangerous side effects. 
Alexander Campbell, 
Edinburgh 


cators. 


closely connected with a need for 


Neither is il surprising that many 
af the funded bs arc thase i cur 


EORGE MONBIOT ("Beware 


outbreak of mac scientist dis 1 ا‎ ` Jonathan Frsedland 
ease", Deceınber 10) gives a very | rently popular fields because, likc all Nigerian asylum applicatiuns | thors), who were unhappy with the in Washington Suzanne Qoldenbera in Naw enberg In New their arsenals before it comes into : 
slanted view of the molecular bio- | professions, science has its fashions. have risen from 615 in 1992 to 4,340 | state of affairs, then began clamour. Delhi and Jonathan Freadland | effect 0 
logy science community as blink- | Yet these irends in science are cre- INCE George Monbiot uses our | in 1994, Last year, 99 per cent were | ing for {he mililary to take over {o AITIANS are choosing a new In Washington “The French have refused to lis 8 
ered back-roum researchers slaving | ated by the need for knowledge, such research to epitomise his hatred | refused. clean out the corrupt politicians. president amid reports that. : ten to world opinion and the United 3 
for industrial world donıinntion with | as with AlJds and cystic fibrosis re | of genelic engineering and science, It is not simply the Honıe Office's As a result a popularly elected gor a neo-Nazi cell in one of the . EARS that a planned atomic | States is not disarming itself and 
no view of “he big piclure” — how | search, not by industrialists or the | we would like to correct him on er | opinion that the great majorily were | ernment was overthrown by the peo United States army's élite units ı test by India could trigger a | hès ınot responded to the spirit of 
their research will affect the future | drive for financial profit. rors of fact. Luminous plants were | unfounded. Only five appeals were | ple (an exercise carried out also in has been sabotaging US policy nuclear race by the develop- | the comprehensive test ban treaty |: 
of lhe world. For the majorly of sci- As for stating “many researchers | constructed in 1991 for reasons | allowed by the indepenclent adjudi- | Uganda and Biuugladesh, wlıere a by siding covertly with the ene- ing world and shatter hopes of a | or" the NPT, therefore there is a kind 


entists this is totally wrong, could be fairly described as idiot 


First, he bestows on us a higher | savants”, this is no more Lrue than | knowledge of environmental stress Of course the Government tle- | The Nigerian people are now ur Aristide, highlighted last week by senior offi- | nuclear weapons tests before it is : 
mora! pıtrpose and duty than nor- j stating that nıany Journalists could | effects on crop growth, But their pr | plores developments in Nigerin | lappy with the military and dre It has algo emerged that US cials in the Clinton administration. closed for all Third World coun- 
mal human beings and implies we | be fairly described as under- |ڼ‎ mary agricultural use, as we de- | suclı as the execution of Ken Sar'o- | screaming for 4 democratic govern. intelligence helped to create Anxiety that recent tests by | tries,” said Dhirendra Sharına, coni- 1 
are irresponsible, Molecular biolo- Î informed bigots. Perhaps it is forlu- Î scribed it, will be to reduce the | Wiwa and his eight associales afler | ment. Fraph, the notorious Haitlan France and China lıave opened a | vener of India's National Committee 1 
gists have a history of being respon- j nate that you cannot contract “mad | necessily for much agrochemical ap- | a flawerl trial. But tie vast majority The chuice seeıns lo hé Delween paramilitary squad, and contîn- Pandora's Box was heightened by j fora Sane Nuclear Policy. e 
sible — when tle technology was | journalists disease” by just reading | plication to crops. Maybe Monbiot | of Nigerian asylum claims are from | a somewhat corrupt dermocracy or a ued to support it even after US reports in the New York Times that Hardliners in New Delhi have il, 
developed to genetically engineer | the Guardian. woulcl regard thal as evil: but we do j people who clearly have no well- | repressive ınililary regime. When troops restored democracy in United States spy satellites had | been pushing for a test in recent 
organisms Ihey regulated both | {DF} Neil Emans, not believe tlhe public will conıplain | founded fear of persecution, will the Nigerians (and others} Haid last year. Deapite the US recorded suspicious activity at the | months, claiming that without one 
themselves and {he technology to | San Francisca, Califoruta, USA that there are {ewer chemicals in Like all asylum claims, Nigerian | learn that denmucracy, with all its im arms embargo, plstola, ma- :- Pokharan nuclear test site in India's | India risks allowing its armoury ta 
protect the eııvironmeni. Of course 1lneir food supply and drinking water. | applications must be. and are, corı- | perfeclinns, is preferable to any chine-guna, grenades and other Rajasthan desert — which could in- | become obsolete, 
nil knowledge can be abıısed — nuc- Anthony Trewavas, Mare Knight, sidered on the basis of the ınost up- | other system of government? weapons were shipped to Fraph dicate a test within months or much Ã weapons test would also be a 
lear weaponş anl nuclear power are EORGE MONBIOT claims that | Untrersity of Edinburgh to-dlate individually relevant facts, | {Pro0 Munaivar Karin, from June 1993. sooner. Îndia's last atomic detona- Î dramatic way for the beleaguered 
a classic example — but to my gene splicing “is more haz and in the light of (he Convention | Rochester, New York, USA Revelationa of an under- tion was in 1974, ruling Congress Party to prove its : 
knowledge there have been no bio- | ardous than we have been led to be- crileria, not in an atmosphere of ^ ground in the Special Forces The Indian government called | political strength in the face of at- 


tacks from the rightwing Hindu 


the reports speculation but stopped 


came on the eve of the aecond 


moral hysteria. 


ANY agricultural scientists 


logical Clhernobyls or Blıapals. lieve" and quotes no facts to suport 


Knowledge caries a heavy re- j this, There are none. No deaths and share George Monbiot's scep- | A#n Widdecombe MP, AM asloundecl — appalled nigh democratic presidential election short of a full denial. [t ssid the | Bharatiya Janata Party, the largest 
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ا‎ In question are so much no- 
guesswork, Both sides are 
: 3 Ig on assumptions that uneme- 
ment will remain unchanged at 
0 3.6 per cent, growth will be a: 
y annual 2.7 per cent or 80, İH- 
e n will remain tamed below 3 
Cent, ‘and long-term interest 
will fall tö around 4 per cent: 
I may happen; and the economy 


runni 


0 Santa Claus does exist after all. 
Şiven the vast Chihese and 
„dl appetites for food and energy 


Imports in that coming periöd, grain ' 


“ 


end of tlre rally, then walking up to 
ihe departing prime minisler and 
shonting him twice in thie back. 

Tlict tape has been scen by the ilr 
qliry commission, LInll now, public 
viewing hus bec banned. Bul is 
rael's Channel lwo commercial tek 
vision station promises il would be 
shown this week. 

Within Israel, the tape is likely to 
bave û snaluralion audience. It will 
rivive public rlebate on the failure of 
ihe muclrvaunted Shin Bet to pro 
vicle securily for the prime nıinister 
al a time when tensions were run 
uing high aver lhe governmenl's 
pence policies. Mr Anıir has said re 
peateclly that he shot Mr Rabin for 
giving away Jewish lands to the 
enemies of latael, 

In 4 sense, Shin Bet is itself on 
trial. One senior officer has rê 
signecl and three other's have been 
sıuspendecl, The warning from the 
slale inquiry was n clear indication 
that more Shin Bet heacls could roll. 

Commenilalors believe Shin Bet 
shared ihe Isracli assumplionn that 
wlıalever the provocation, and how 
over inflammatory the mood, Jews 
would nal kill Jews. Jt was an a& 
sumption reflevlcd in the poor secl 
rity al tlıe November 4 rally, and in 
Mr Rabin's cavalier attitucle to the 
dangers of holding high office 10 4 
bilter'ly cliviclerl country. 


tails right, said Mr Clarke. 

The summit agreement came on 
the heels of news that the French 
strike wave was subsiding anıl as EU 
finance ministers expressed hopes 
thal lower international in{erest ries 
would boost flagging growth rates in 
the European evconoınies. “Tlie leci- 
sion is a triumph for the Eluropeain 
Union,” the Spanish finance minis- 
ter, Pedro Solbes, declared. "Eco- 
nomic and Monetary Union will now 
definitely start on January 1, 1991," 

The gulf between Britain ancl ils 
European partners over the Maclrid 
sumınit's decision to go all out for 
monetary ıınion by 1999 will be cru- 
elly highlighted from next month ly 
a multimillion pound campaign to 
win hearts and minds across the 
Continent for the Euro, 

As the sunımit majority signalled 
enthusiasm for the publiclly blitz, 
British ministers from Mir Minjor' 
down said they had “no plans" to 
join. But British European Union 
funds will be uscd to sell the Euro lo 
the public. 

The Bonn governmenl plans its 
own $10 million campaign lo win 
over those who [ear the Euro could 
prove a weaker currency thaıı tle 
mark, President Chirac said France 
would do likewise in the drive to ob- 
tain economic and monetary union 
between 1999 and 2002. 


was in marked contrast to British 
wariness. But Mir Major's accep- 
tance of the 1998 timetable for a 
decision on a single currency effec- 
tively rules out the option of making 
an election canıpaign issue of saying 
“no” to a single currency in the nexl 
parliament. The UK clıancellor of 
the exchequor, Kenneth Clarke, 
emphatically underlined the point 
— to the likely dismay of Euroscep- 
tics. 

Mr Major and Mr Clarke made 
plain their fears about an "Alice in 
Wonderland world" in which na- 
tional governnıents might have to 
tighten their financial belts aş the 
EU spent more to make the cur 
rency target happen. 

They also insisted successfully 
that the strict Maastricht-imposecl 
terms for membership will not be 
watered dovm in “sweetheart deals" 
for counties which fall to meet 
them. 

The final decision on the name of 
the currency was taken with re 
markably little difficulty. President 
Jacques Chirac of France wondered 
whether a public opinion poll should 
be held to choose a name but he 
quickly fell into line. 

“It is not the most romantic choice 
but it will do," said the Swedish 
prime minister designate, Goran 
Persson. British ministers agreed. It 


ings thal European unity 

could be fatally undermined 
by a single curreııcy were hruslhed 
aslde by fellow European Union 
leadlers last week as they unveiled 
the compronıise choice of “Euro” as 
the new money's name and forged 
ahead regardless with the Maas: 
tricht federal agenda. 

In a display of collective will at 
the Madrîd summit, the EU also for- 
malîy ratified a detailed strategy for 
beginning monetary union in Janu- 
ary 1999 anıd introducing the single 
currency in stages over the subse- 
quent three years — with only a 
modest nod to Britiah demands for 
a more thorough examination of the 
risks. 

The unanimous agreement to 
baptise the single currency the 
Kuro was hailed by the president of 
the European Commission, Jacques 
Santer, as "an historic and irre- 
versible step to closer European 
union". The Euro coins and notes 
will appear İn participating states in 
the first half of 2002 as natlonal cur 
rencies are gradually withdrawn. 

In remarks seemingly directed at 
Eurosceptics in Britain, Mr Santer 
added: “The European Council 
today gave a strong signal of deter- 
mination which should discard 


J OHN MAJORS dire warn- 


policies stoked fear among Croat 
ian Serbs of a revival of Croatian fa¥ 
cism, lıas secured a country 
virtually devoid of minorities 
largely by violent ethnic cleansing 
in Krajina last summer. Hedi 
with the military advice and tacit P 
litical consent of the United States. ' 
Alija Izetbegovic, whose Muslims 
are considered the worst vicmsı 
has been left presiding over 4 COUT 
try where rebel Serbs have been rê” 
warded with almost half the 
territory: In compensation, ` t€ 
Americans — cast.as moral arbiters 
in a moral minefield — havê 
promised to increase the powers of 


destruction in the region by beeflnE | 


up Muslim armed forces, 
“All the villains .of this. war 


survived," Mr Dilas sald. “And. the 


Americans, while they haven't $û 


thelr whole soul.to the dévil, atleaê | 
sold part of it." — Los Angeles TAS j 


therefore, found it difficult to kııow 
what to believe, the Serbian histo- 


demoralised and unequivocally con- 
demned. 


Michael Williams, a former se- | rian AÃleksa Dilas said. Should one 


‘heed the news or the whispers of 
one's conscience? 

In time the conscience can fall 
silent under the barrage of disinfor- 
mation and rhetoric. With indepen- 
dent voices isolated, no unbiased 
arbiter has been able to set the 
record straight, he said. 

The man considered most re- 
sponsible for stirring thé pot of eth- 
nic animosity — President Slobodan 
Milosevic of Serbia — has been erm- 
braced by the world as a peace- 
maker. Once described by Time 

, magazine as the “butcher of the 
Balkans", he is now presented as 


` |j the region's guardlan ‘angel, shak- 
. ing hands with Bill Clinton for the. 


` world to see. 


President Franjo Tudjman, whose 


pre-war nationalistic ' rhetoric and 


Many thoughtful people hare, 


nior official with the United Nations 
Protection Force in Zagreb, said the 
authoritarian and nationalistic nıa- 
ture èf governments in the Yugoslav 
successor states made it difficult for 
people to get an objective account of 
events. He iş among those who say 
good and evil have been blurred by 
the needs, politics and war objec- 
lives of the day. In consequence, 
virtue has been a relative not ab- 
solute quality; yesterday's enemy 
can be today's ally. : 

State-run media have tailored in- 
formation to support the official 
ine. Many people in Serbia sşlill 
have no idea that Bosnian Serbs had 
a stranglehold on Sarajevo-for three 


years, because television did not re- 


port it, Ms Peslc said. 


Bosnia peace 
renews hatred 


Continued from page 1 

for any of the bad things that hap- 
pened. They still feel the need to 
seek revenge. It is happening on all 
sides,” : 

Ms Pesic and others say the na- 
ture of the internecine Balkans con- 
flict and its ending may have thrust 
a moral reckoning of the past four 
years beyond grasp, at least for a 
long time to come. 

Unlike previous wars, in which 
the victor and vanquished were eas- 
ily recognised and the moral high- 

' ground clear to defend, this war —- 
` and its peace — are rife with ambi 
guity and contradiction. No side has 


been totally defeated, no one people i' 


when thousands of Vietnamese 
football fang vent on a rampage 
in Ha Chi Minh City after thelr 
team waa beaten in the South- 
cast Asian Games. 


HE International Conımittee 

of the Red Cross said it had 
suspended ita activities in 
Burundi because of deterlor- 
ating security in the country, 


HE SPANISH prime minis- 

ter, Felipe GonzAlez, sald he 
would seek a fifth term in office, 
bowing ta pressurc from A 
Socialist Party leadership un- 
able to find a sultable successor. 


EMEN and Eritrea agreed a 

ceasefire to end clashes over 
the disputed Hanislı ialanda jin a 
key Red Sea shipping lane and 
arca of potential oil exploration. 
Six Eritreans and three Yemcnis 
were reported killed. 


OUTH KOREA'S parliament 
passed a 1ayy to allow the 
punishment of two former presi- 
dents, Chun Doo-inyan and Roh 
Tae-woo, for the 1980 Kwangju 

massacre of pro-democracy 
demonstrators. 


ENSIONS between trade 

unions and the government 
remamed high in France, des- 
pite a steady return to work by 
public sector workers. 


AMINE ia hitting rural areas 

of North Korca after devas- 
tating floods last aummer and 
could spread rapidly unless 
more outside ald is aent quickly, 
the UN said. 


RESIDENT Chirac hailed the 
release of two French pilots - 
by Basnian Serbs as clearing tlhe 
way for goocl Franco-Yugoalav 
relations. French officials de- 
. nied making any concessions to 
win thelr release, 
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UK NEWS 7 
Hindley is 
‘national 
scapegoat’ 


David Rowan and 
Duncan Campbell 


„PN HER first full account of her 

struggle to come to terms with 
her crimes, the Moors murderer 
Myra Hindley made the remarkable 
admission that she was “more culpa 
ble" than [an Brady in the five child 
killings they carried out together iıı 
the 1960s. : 

In an article in Monday's 
Guardian, she suid she was "evil and 
wicked" and wished she had a mer- 
tal illness wlich would offer some 
explanation for her actions. 

Ms Hindley, agecl 53, who was 
jailecl for life in 1966, said she wor- 
shipped Bracly and suffereel iı "fatal 
weakuess”" Jor him. But she admit- 
ted the ımurdırs could not have 
laken place without her" and the fact 
she was a woman made it easier ta 
abcluct their viclinıs. 

Her account is likely lo rêéopen 
the controversy uver whether slle 
shoulcl ever be considered for re- 
lease, She says she is a very diffe” 
ent waman Iroın the “creature” who 
vornmilledl the crimes. In Neceıunber 
last vear' the Home Office toll her 
she would remain iıı jail (or ille rest 
of her life. 

MIs Hindley wrote that: 

J She can ufler no justificaliun Ior 
her role. "1 take (ull respuusibilily 
für tbe parı | playecl in Lhe offences, 
and will nut iutleımmpt lu justify the 
unjustifiable,” 

J Without her the niurders cCoulki 
notî have been compiiled. She wax 
“instrumental in procuing the 
children, wlıo would ınore readily 
accompany strangers if (hey were 4 
woman and a maq than they would a 
man on his own.” 

Û She was aware of the horrific na- 
ture of the crimes and was thua de 
serving of greater blame than Brady. 
“Î know the difference between right 
and wrong axl [Î cared deeply about 
that difference, though I locked these 
feelings away, 1 ııever atteınıpted to 
justly my actions either to myself or 
lan Bracly, and in all lhese respects I 
was the more culpable of the lwo," 

She feels fhut she satisfies the 
need for a "national scapegoal" and 
that the Government uses her to 
shaw it i6 enforcing a fough stance. 
on erime. People are unwilling to ac- 
cept that she has changed. “They 
prefer to keep me frozen in time to- 
gether with that awful mugshot.” 

Ann West, the mother of one of 
the murclered children, Lesley Ann. 
Downey, said::.“She is a born liar. 


. That witclı would say anything to get 


out of jail” . 

Mis : Hindley. wrote. to the. 
Guardian in Octobèr when she took. 
offence. at. a book extract in the 
Guardian .by Ann Moir and David 
Jessel], The article explored whether’ 
dangerous criminals invariably have 
mental disorders - and referred to’ 


women piychopaths.. 2 
“To. be ‘casually labelled. a psyg- 


- chûpath’.'by two people who have 
never met or spoken to me flies İn ı 
..the'face. of teason;” she respondéd, 


saying there was no evidence of .a 


:disordered mind. The‘Guardian. in’ 
| yited hèr to justify hér claims. .: .: , 


‘Home Office: ministers were con- . 
sidering ‘disciplinary. actioh against 


‘.her. They. were studying” a ‘rule’; 


which forbids lamates from writing: : 


: .to journalists about their crimes ex-. 


cept for- “serjous ‘representations : 
about conviction or sentante",i ,.'. 
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ttered and burned out cars stood the 
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Morning after: shops in Brixton were shu 


Violence sets Brixton ablaze 


organisers of the rally which lêd to 
the riots. Twelve people, induding 
three police officers, were Irealed for 
their injuries in lospilil, One officer, 
who hal beer pulled off his motorty- 
tle, sulferel a bruken collar bone 
and one ıncınber' uf the public was 
seriuusly ill wilh a collapsecl lung. 
The Commissiuner ùf {lle Meliu- 
politan Police, Sir Paul Condun, said 
thal there would be an investigalion 
inl what he described as the iıt- 
flanımatûry nalure ûf ihe speeches 
to see if incitement had taken place, 
Both Goverqment and OQpposi- 
tion front benches dismissed the 
riot as sheer criminality, refusing to 
accept high unemployment ar in- 
sensitive policing as causes. 


Comment, page 8 


What begaıı as a small denıonstra- 
lion by around 10J yuuilıs, black and 
white, outside Brixlon police station 
following the rleath earlier tlis 
nmonih of Wayne Douglas, aged U, 
descended into violence as 1hey 
broke into groups which were re 
peatedly charged by mmouutecl police. 

Witnesses ucctusel tlie pulice of 
hcavy-handecl tactics, Police blamed 
ihe irresponsibility of the demon- 
sirators, saying they “were given 
every opportunity to dispersèe hul 
did nol take il". The police said 
youths were hurling bricks, petrol 
boınbs and blocks of concrete at 
their officers and at shops. Wide- 
spread looting took place as in the 
Brixton riots of 1981 and 1985. 

The police may bring incitement 
to riot charges against speakers and 


Guardian Reporters 


IO7 police clashed with 
clentwunstralar's asl werk as A 

prulest agairısl the death of a 
secon] black man in police custuly 
iu sîx munllıs erupled into vjolence 
which swept Ilırough Brixlon, south 
Luıclun, in some of Iie worst 
scenes of civil disurder since the 
poll tax riots. 

Three police officers and seven 
civilians were İnjured, and hundreds 
of thousands of pountls worth of 
damage was caused to property 
throughoul the area. Mounted po- 
lice were called in to break up the 
crowds afler rioting broke out just 
after §pm on Wednesday of last 
week. Shops were petrol bombed 
and dozens of cars sel on fire. 


Anger greets ‘boozer’s charter’ 


tific evidence tlıat a sımall anıuunt af 
alcohol protectis against heart dis- 
ease — mark a reversal from previ- 
aus pallcy, which was to reduce 
dirinking levels or at least not to en- 
courage higher consumption. 


. ‘ [n June, the Royal College of 
` Physicians, the Royal College of 


Psychiatrists and the Royal College 
of General Practitaners all said that 
.the drinking limits should not be in- 


„creased, and it was wrong to en- 


caurage people tu drink more in the 
belief it would protect them against 
heart disease, All criticised the new 
guidelines. “ .' e 

The Royal’ College. of Physicians 
said: "By raising the ‘sensible linuits' 
people are being encouraged : to 
drink nıore." . i . 


Accusalions that the Governnieııt 
is sending a mixed ınessage over nale 
drinking levels follows controversy 
over its efforts to reassure public 
ûpinion over the safety of eating beel. 

The new guidelines do away with 
the previous weekly “sensible” linı- 
its of 21 units for men and 14 for 
women and replace them with daily 
limits, Mien should drink no more. 
than three to four units a day, and. 
women.two to three, they say. A unit 
ia a halfpint af beer, a glass of wine 
or a şingle.measure of spirits. . 

The çhairnıan of the British Med- 
ical Assoclation, Dr Sandy Macara, 
gaid that the Government's action 
on drinking was “both irresponsible 
and badly timed", : 


Chris Milhill 


INISTERS last week were 


caughl in a. stornı of hostility 
from the merlical estabfislınmient and 
anli-alcuhol groups after reversing a 
century of government. efforts to 
curb drinking and issuing what was 
quickly clubhecl a “boozer's charter”. 
. The World Healtlı Organisation 
led a chorus of protests fronı doctors 
and roud safety bodies, who accused 
the Goveruatent of sending confused 
and harmiul signals to drinkers. , 
ı They argued that new limits on 
the amounls that ministets.clained 


were safe to (lrfink would scupper 


the Christmas anti-drink drive cam- 
paign and. persuade ınany . that 


drinking at any level is gopd for you. | The guidelines —- based on scien-. 


for a minimum investment of the existing BR timetable by ef. / 
£10-12 billion; aud şaid the in-. i fectively rewriting the rules" in . 
dustry.waas.suffering 60 per cent .li ‘an extraordinary U-turn de- !:'; «.: 
under-inveatment. signed to keep ita franchlalng” r. 
. industry Sources pointed out :|.. programme on course and... ':' 
that in tbe private gector there paving the way for:cuts, i 
, .i| would be no guarantee that the. ; |... ‘The rethink was Iniméediately..: 
plans woufd.be realised. .. .ı. \.,condemned. by the Save: Our <. r 


billion upgrade 4“. 


.°| Ms Hindley. hh a ‘passage about 


ago hy British Rall, Thla argued . |. tised rail passebgér services on 


Privatisation ig expected to cut . .[ ‘Rallways.preasure:group snd by: 


22,000 jobs, 20 per cent ofthe... |..the; Opposition as an:underhand .: 
mdustry’s workforce, -, .,. . i: r: Î way of geting hd ‘a Court ûf '.. 
„The Government also aban- .,; | . Appeal derision last week which ٠:]: 
doned its policy of basing prjva¬», .l. ruled in the campdlgners’ favout. . 


Railtrack plans £10 


, A.£10 BILLION investment. 
1 programme for the railway. 
ndustry was amourced by, |. 

Railtrack on Sunday in an 
Attempt by the Government tO , . 
head off a growing revolt among . 
Tary MPs who fear rall privatisa-. 
Hon may’ be an gJecton loser; 


'Î jprlips Kelih Harper. 


' Railtrack's planğ are in draft .. 


.Î form only, and despite a glowing . 


foreword hy its chalrnaan, Bob , 


Horton, are more moqleat than a , 
| 10-year plan issued. four years .ı ' 
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In Brief 


NATIONWIDE amnesty to 

encourage people to hand in 
knives has been launched ! 
following the dcath of Philip 
Lawrence, the headmaster 
atabhed as he tried to protgct a 
pupil from a gang of youths, 


ARA THORNTON, jailed for 


killing her huaband slx years 
ago, will face a freslı trial in the 
new year after the Court of 
Appeal quashed her murder 
canvicton but ruled that a jury 
must decide on her clntmsa that 
she was provoked. 


DE ONIBIYÛ, the teenage 

«on ûf a deported Nigerian 
pro-democricy activist, won the 
firal stage in a High Cuurt battle 
to prevent his unm deportation 
when lhe was grunted permission 
tn challenge the Home Sce- 
retary’s dccision to send him 
back to Niyetin. 


ENNETH CLARKE, the 

Chancellor, reinforced his 
Budget tax reductiun with the 
first cut İn interest rates for 
almont tyo years. 


E SUDDEN daıuth of the 
former government whip, Sir 
David Lighibown, reduced the 
Tary Commons majority tu five. 
In the sume weck the MP for 
South-cast Cornwall, Robert 
Hicks, became the 5Uth Tory to 
announce that he will not fight 
the next general election. 


HE GOVERNMENT made a 

U-turn over its new immi- 
gration clampdown when it 
announced {hat regulalliuns wlth- 
drawing welfare benefits from 
13,000 asylunı-seekers were to 
be postponed. 


HE Chief Rabbi, Jonathan 
: Sacks, announced a radical 
divarce reform to euse the plight 
of Orthodox Jewish women 
tefuşed a religious divorce b 
their husbands. 


E XPLORER Roger Mear has 
bcen forced to abandon his 
Attenıptedl record-breaking solo 
walk across Antarctica after only. , 
six weeka becaııse of the failure . 
of vital equipment. 


T E FOON chain, 
urger King, has paid qut | 
£106,000 in compensation to 
900 of its staff who were told ta, .. 
clock off on unpald breaks .,. 
whencver regtaurants were 
qulet, 


Pp AUL GRECIAN, the former .. 
. arms dealer and MIG infqr- 
want, lg being held in a, South, 
African jail after being arrested. 
on a US Interpol warrant iıı cone 
nection with arms exports to Iraq. 


T 1E CHIEF Inspector of َ 
b 


! Prisons, General Sir David 
otham, has taken the un-. 
precederted step of halting an, 
tnspection of Holloway; Britain's... 
At women’s jail, beçaugeıhe 
was appalled by the conditions; . 


| 
| 
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Murdoch wins in 
media free-for-all 


anger in May when {he Governmeni 
published the first draft of its pro 
pox»als, describing them as “propos: 
ali of oll, vesled and often 
unsuccessful interests", But the re 
sponse from News [nternational 
was measured: "There is nothing in 
this bill that inhibils our currenl 
business,” 

Mr Murdoch's anger seems to 
have abaled because (lhe Govern: 
went has »ignificanlly backtracked 
from long-term plarts to impose ã 1Û 
per cent limit on total share of the 
national ınctlia cake. 

The mosl woundecl response to 
the long-awaited bill came front 
Channel 4, despite ils winning a sig: 
nificant coıtcession. 

The safety net funding formula, 
under’ wlıich Channel 4 is likely to 
pay ITV £300 million in five years, is 
lo be reviewed from 1498, as White 
hall officials insisted tlıey wanted to 
retluce (he Durden ont Ile station, 

The BBÛ won a viclury in ils 
campaign 10 manage its uwn digital 
multiplex, which meims il will be 
able 10 uffer Up lu six new sêrvices, 
inclucling 24-hour news cuyverage. 

Classic FM andl ıhe ulher natiunal 
cuMMercial riliu slations were 
gUiaratMeed long-term stubility if 
thoy invest in diggiliıl ratdlis, 
© Ruperl Murloc sIraglelold uu 
ky television Ugbueued further lasl | 
werk sm BSkyB Lore 4 prlinere | 
ship wilh Granada lo buch eiph | 
uw xalullite chuauuclg uexl YEA. i 

Granala stil BSkyIY's experlise | 
in mrkoling danl MUIDAgIDH sul | 
scriplian services niule Lhe tal 
ural allies ter {he veulure. 

Ihe arluission by Granada, one 
f he MoS powerful UN’ braalcast ! 
ers, Lal il could uu rival BSkyB’ j 
Hominaıce of pay TY illuslrales ME 
Murdoch's effective uomupoly 0 
he ınarkut, The two-year £25 mir 
lion inveslnvmM is cxpeclel lo MOV 
ita prufît by LUG, 


Andrew Culf 


HE Government unleashecl a 

virtual media ownership free- 

for-all, but retreated (rom 
plans to impose tough new curbs an 
Rupert Murdoch's empire, when ii 
published the Broadcasting Bill last 
week, 

Virginia Bottomley, Nalonal Her- 
itage Secretary, revealecl cletails of a 
package which she said would pı'o- 
vide ıe launıcl-pad for Britîsl1 coıı- 
panies to compete globally. 

The bill — the first substantial 
piece of media legislation for five 
years — lays down the framework 
for an explosion of choice for view- 
ers with the possibility of up to 36 
new digital channels. 

In the City, share prices climbed 
in ITV companies seen as likely 
takeover targets after the lifting of 
the two-licence limit. Granacla- 
London Weekend Television ancl 
MAI, owners of Meridian and An- 
glia, are seen as potential bidders 
for Yorkshire-Tyne Tees. 

Most newspaper groups wel 
comed the new ownership rules, 
wlıich will permit them to control 
ITV conıpanies for the first time. 
But Mr Murdoclt's News Interna: 
(ional ancl Mirror Group ire barred 
from moving inlo FTV because tliey 
each exceccl the resholdl of 2O pet’ 
cent of loll national circulation. 

The measures (lo not prevent 
them frum expanding heir cable 
andl satellite iuterests ancl (hey will 
be permitted to run digital 1elevi- 
sion services, Mrs Bolomley cle- 
nied she had been too kind lo Mr 
Murduclh, “We believe (he neces’ 
sary thecks are in place. Mr Miu” 
doch has no reason to be upset .. . 
wé cannot have a charter (or il 
monopoly, but we art SAYÎNnE WE Wi 
big successful Brlislh Cuınpanies tu 
win (hose now opporlunilen,” 

Mr Murdoch respendlel wiih 


McGuinness rules out hope 
of IRA surrender on arms 


absence uf it negotiated setilement.” 
His commenls angered Mr 
Major, who will visit Northern Ire 
land and Dublin Lhis week, for link 
ing illegally held w'nıs and secunly 
force Weapons. 2 
Later, in Derry, Mir McGuinness 
told a meeting that his parly will re 
quest lhe international body to ak 
the Government for the Stalker: 
Sampsoy and Slevens reports: Inlo. 
shoot-to-kill and collusion .aleg& 
tions. “Briliah weapons are a,cenT#. 
element. No examination of, f 
arms issue by the internation’ 
body can be complete without î 
dressing these issues,” he said, . 
The Defence Secretary, Mich 
Portillo, last week ruled out furth¥’ 
troop, reductions . in Norther ,İrer 
land before the.new year bhecayse o" 


the continuing threat of,a resumP.}. 


tion the paramilitaries! cqmpaig"S 
ofviolence.. . : ly ot 
@ Ã man was aliot, dead on Mons! 
night.in what. was feared, to De, ê: 
latest IRA assassination Pf اس‎ 
can elements involvêd in the. 


drugs trade, , .,. .:...' 


| eturity: sources seid they bel û 


eved the aftack waa the fourth i 


der this year of people suspfot.. 


David Sharrock 


INN FEIN'S Martin McGuin- 

ness this week told tlhe iuterna- 
„tonal body on illegal wenpons that 
there is not "the remotest possibil- 
ity” of the TRA giving up any arms 
before a polilical settlement has 
been negotiated. 

' The body, set up by John Major 
and the Irish prime minister John 
Bruton as part of the “twin-track" 
process leading to all-party talks, 
heard evidence from Sinn Fein and 
the Irish government. 

Mr McGuinness, the Sinn Fein 
chief negotiator, met the body, con- 
prising the former US senator 
George Mitchell, General John de 
Chastelain of Canada and former 
Finnish prime minister Harri Holk- 

, eri, on Monday at Dublin Castle. 

` On BBC Radio Uj]ster on Sunday 
he was asked about the prospect of 
a handover of weapons by tlıe IRA. 

*[ don't believe that there is any- 
body seriously engaged in the in- 
depth discussions and negotiations 
.of this process. wyhq . believes that 
there is even the remotest poasibil- 


Î ity of any of tlıat happening; wiiether 
it is ftom the British-array, the loyal’ 
.Ists,. the’ RUC or: the IRA, in. the: 
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count would draw a line under a 
campaign distinguished mainly 
by accusations of dirty tricka. 

The NEC must now adjudicate 
on the decision by its represen- 
tative, Glasgow organiser Lesley’ 
Quinn, to rule out 52 postal 
votes. Mr Sarwar claimed ınost 
would have gone to him. 

One of Mr Watson's twa scru- 
neers refused to accept sigfna- 
tures on ballot forms which the 
other flve scrutineers had ap- 
proved. It is understood that 
many Asian women signed their 
votes with the term Bibi or 
Begum, as opposed to the Milas 
or Mîra featured on lheir purty 
membership cards. 


. Molharımad Sarwar, defeated for the Labour nomination, outside his Govan 


‘racist Labour 


.س س س سے 


Glasgow Central, secured the 
nomination for Glasgow Govan 
by one vote. 

Mr Sarwar, a Glasgow caurnıcil- 
lor aud friend of Benazir Bhutto, 
Pakistan's prime minister, said 
he was “annoyed and depressed". 

“This is a clear message from 
the Labour party,” Muhammad 
Shoaib, vice chairman of the 
constituency party, said, “Jf 
you're of Muslim, or Pakistani 
background, you're not on.” 

The blurred result was a night- 
mare for the Scottiah Labour 
party, which had hopedl thc ac- 
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Unhappy prospect . 
whioleaale business in Glasgow 


Asian accuses 


Erlend Clouston 


HE Labour Parly waa ac- 
cused of insttulional racism 
last week after 52 disqualified 
votes apparently coat an Asian 
businessman the ıomination for 
a safe Commons seat, depriving 
him of the chance af becoming 
Britain's firat Mualim MP. 
Mohammad Sarwar, a 43- 
year-old cash-and-catrry 
millionnire, said he vould ask 
the party’s natlonal executive 
committee to overturn a result 
in which Mike Watson, MP for 


Lottery regulator flouted the rules 


he issued a libel writ against Tech 
for attempted bıibery, 

Writs for defamation were issued 
in the High Court and served on the 
Rhode Island-based company ancl 
ils employee Robert Reıdine over 
their claims that Mr Branson was 
lying about the alleged attenipted 
bıibe. Mr Rendine has accused Mr 
Branson of waging an “evil smear” 
campaign. 

Further writs are expected to be 
issued soon against Guy Snowden, 
the GTech executive accused by Mr 
Branson of attempting to bribe him, 
Mr Snowderi has denled any impro- 
priety, : 

Mr Branson said he had taken 
the unusual step of issuing writs 
given GTeclı's “attack upon my in- 
tegrity and the inıportance of the is- 
sues”, He is said to be determined 
to take the case to court to have the 


himself to be a victim of ù campaign 
ta discreclit him. 

The controversy follows a BBC 
Panorama programme ih which 
Richard Branson, the head of Vir- 
gîn, accusecl CTech of attempting to 
bribe him out of tlie race to run the 
lottery. 

The Conımtons public accounts 
comniittee js considering the way in 
which Oflot was established. There 
is growing unease that Mr Davis 
and his teanı were responsible for 
judging the race to run the lottery 
and for monitoring the perforınance 
of tle winners, 

Mir Davis announced last week 
that he is setting up an inquiry into 
allegations that GTech attempted to 
bribe Mir Branson to pull out of the 
bid to run it, 

Meanwhile, Mr Branson. last 
week followed .the adage that the 


Edward Pilkington 


IRGINIA BOTTOMLEY, the 

Nalonal Heritage Secretary, is 
fncing a fresh row over her refusal 
to sack the Nalional Lottery regula- 
Lor, Peer Davis, afler she revealed 
thal he spurned ıminisiry advice uot 
to take free rides on private jels dur 
ing a visit to lhe US. 

The fate of Mr Davis was in the 
balance this week. On Monday, the 
Oflat chief mer senior government 
officials to explain why he accepted 
helicopter and jet rides from GTech, 
an American firm associated with 
the loitery operalor, Camelat, 

In addition to the five free jet 
flights which he admitted to MIPs 
last week, it has emerged he took 
rides in GTech's private helicopter 
from New York to Long Island, and 
from there to Albany, 


farë,” a museum sçientist aaid,.. 


dubhéd-Cycliophora, which is 


Mr Davis has sail he ‘considers | best form of defence'is attack when { alleged scandal aired in public. 
IF h i th 1 C kK Ot ' | Greekfor “carrying a amall 
aXONnOMY أ‎ S e ja 9 wheel”. That is because it has a 
: circular mouth ring, right.next to 
WO Danish blalogiats have includea humans and horses, ' ita anus. ٤ 
discovered a new form of life, | wombats and wolves, Another is Pandora's larvae swim freely; 
zorltes Tim Radford. It dwells the arthropods, that assembly of | during this teenage period, how» 
on the lps of the Norway loh- joluty-legged things with outer, | ever, they are truly brainless, 
ster. Symbilon pandora la nat ahells, which includes spiders; | The brain reappears in adult life. 
just a uêw apecles; or a new ants, flies —and Norway '' ' | There waa debate about Pan- 
genus, or family, class ar order, lobsters. ' .' | dora's sex life and whether it has 
It is the big one: a new phylum. But Pandora occuples a phy- one penis or two but there was 
This 1s taxonomy's Jackpot. ,. | hun all ofits own, According to. |. confirmation that Pandora could: 
here may be 30 millilot species F Nature magazine, it looks like qn | have it both waya, by budding: 
of animal, but all of them fitinto | animated cold gore, .: . .| asexually and by mating, “Jt is -. 
about 35 really basic categories. | ' ' The phylim it ia in has been : unlike anythiûg we havé:séen bé: . 


One category, the chordates, 
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Message of defiance .. . demonstrators hold flares as they follow a proceaslon of proteaters through the 


streets of Paris 


Pensions prove to be a sticking point 


chose the first solution in the plan 
that it announced on November 15, 
Private sector employees were re- 
quired in 1993 to contribute for 40, 
instead of 37% years, in order to 
qualify for a full pension. State em- 
ployees could sill retire after 37% 
years service provided they had 
reached the age limit. 

Juppé's announcement touched 
off strikes on the railways, Paris's 
transport services and government 
departments. Facing increasing op- 
position to this proposal, the prime 
minister sail on December 5 that 
working more years would no 
longer be a condition for reforming 
the special pension schemes. 

government commission, 
chaired by Dominique Le Vert, that 
will examine pensions will, however, 
be free to propose changes in the re- 
tirement age in certain professions. 
But it will take into consideration the 
hardships luvolved in the work and 
the constralnts of working hours, 

At the moment, the minimum re- 
tirement age İş 60 — as in the pri- 
vate.sector before 1983 — for 65 per 
cent of public service employees, It 


is 55, or even Š0. for 35 per cent of 
employees considered to be doing 
work "involving special risks or ex- 
ceptional fatigue". 

Primary school teachers can re- 
tire al 55, but the limit for new, bel- 
ter qualified recruils is 60, Postal 
workers at sorting offices can retire 
at S3. The retiring age for police of- 
ficers is 50, prison officers 50, 
nurses 55, and railwaymen 5Û {or 
drivers and 55 for athers. Tlie 
30,000 employees of the Paris 
Mêétra have an average retirement 
age of 53. 

Two-thirds of the “active” employ- 
ees and those working in conditions 
that canı damage health in the public 
gas and electric utility retire at 55, 
Retirement age for notary's clerks is 
55 for women, and 6Û for men. For 
miners, retirement is at 55. 

Comparing the national pension 
scheme and the special schenıes is 
not easy, because state employees 
receive bonuses — some of them 
substantial — which are not in- 

cluded in calculating their contribu 
tlons or their pensions. , 
` {December 10/11) 


Argentine torturer sacked 


Chrletişe Legrand .. 


France ked Astiz in absentia and 

In Buenos Alres . e 0 ا‎ to life e 
س‎ ECS onment for the last murders. 

„A. RGENTINE human, . rights Granted an amnesty e 
,È groups and Fraqce haye scored | try, the commander. ‘expected tq be 


e Navy com- 
mander ٍِ fr edo 1 9 aged 45, 1 7 chi of, Admirgl 

symbol qf the repression of the mili- Ml Be 2 
tary regime that ruled the try 
from 1976-83, has been told. to leayg 


the navy, before the end of the year | ...;President Carlos, Menem's plan- 
and takeearly retirement... ...ı...ı | ned vişit to France in February and 

. Astiz infiltrated the: Mothers. of | presşure from within. Argentina aç 
the Plaza de: Mayo group in 1977, | countfor the abrupt turnaraund. The 


when they were şecretly preparing 
the strvggele.to trace thejr children 
and, grandchildren who, hatl beer 


aþducted and taken to .the;payy en- | who admitted .tortuii isoners 
gineering scjiqol,. Esma, | Buengs during the miliary repression. 
Aires'g most notorious torhure çamp, | ‘Ten years after. the sensetional trial 
ır. Among tha 30,000 victims .of fhe Î thet ended in long. prison ,tetmg for 
milltary; who. "disappeared? in, this | the leader ofthe miitary junta, Ac 

way were the first-president, of, the | haş been dumped by his fellow. ofl 
Mother, Azucena:, Devincenti, ;3 | cere. Apd anı international warrant for 
media tpeneger, Dagmar Hagelin; MisrerTeel, laeued, by nce; will pre: 
an nuna; Alice Domon | vent m travelliig abrqad; ,. 

cand Léonle Duquet. . - : E a 0 -( Deca) veli bread; 


Rafaڂle‎ Rivals 


addition to the social security‏ ا 
syslenı, 17 special pension‏ 
schemes are among the social ad-‏ 
vantages that government erm-‏ 
ployees are not prepared to give up.‏ 

The special schemes were estab- 
lished in the 19th century, and most 
of them were consolidated at the 
end of the second world war. At the 
tıme, state employees refused to let 
their pension schemes become part 
of the national social security sys- 
tem. Under the national scheme, re- 
tirement is at the age of 65, whereas 
the special schemes offer retire- 
ment at 55 ûr even 5Û, 

Mast of the pension sclıemes are 
in the red and have to be topped up 
by the state. The total state contr 
bution in 1994 was F125 billion ($25 
billion). 

The prime minister, Alain Juppé, 
says he wants to keep ıe special 
schemes, There are three solutions 
for keeping them afloat: lengthen- 
ing the contribution period, increas- 
ing copiribulions, or reducing the 
pensions paid out, The government 


France is in two 


moods over strikes 


the aftermath of the 1936 Popular 
Front victory and during the brief 
revolutionary itch that selzed the 
country after the Liberation, 

Isn't this France a thing of the 
past? People senge it and are racked 
by anxiety. They do not know how 
to express their pain. They are 
haunted by two fears: that of soon 
seelng a majority of young people 
reduced to unemployment or work- 
ing in low-paid jobs, and the fear of 
becoming, in old age, a shabby com- 
munity, lacking in resources and 
without a roof over thelr heads. 

Coming after 10 long years of aus- 
terilty, people find Juppé's new 
therapy unacceptable. The prime min- 
ister's clumsiness, hiş strategy of 
playing his cards close to the chest, 
and his inability to explain his views 
have ended up crystallising the cri- 
sis. Glum and depressed, France has 
gone on strike as if on a pilgrimage, 
becoming actively involved in a so- 
cial movement that is beyond it and 
which it does not fully understand, 
but of which it vaguely approves, 

Aggressive belıaviour is rare, 
whether in the factory, the office, or 
the street. This was seen in the first 
week of the strikes, when it became 
clear people would be handling the 
stoppages with stoicism, Conı- 
muters deprived of transport proved 
to be courageous and persevering in 
the way they battled to get to work 
without railing too much against the 
strikers. İt was as if these socalled 
hostages hacl been hypnotised. 

A November 23 opinion poll 
showed 62 per cent support for 
striking government employees. A 
fortnight later, support still stood at 
59 per cent. 

This is not to say that people read- 
ily accept this social unrest. But ob- 
viously they fincl it understandable, 
not to say nalural, The confusion 
affords them an opportunity to 
express their nostalgia for the past 
and their bewildernıent that the past 
can no longer serve as a model for 
the future, 

(December 9) 


Laurent Qrellsamer 


F ÛR more than two weeks the 


French have been living with 

one of the least violent and 
most consensual social conflicts in 
their history, in which they are talk- 
ing turns at playing two different 
roles — the imaginary striker and 
the whingeing citizen. France ap- 
pears to be cultivating a mild form 
of schizophrenia. 

It is not two Frances that are con- 
fronting one another: a France of 
government employees and a 
France .of private sector workers, 
No, it is the same France, suffering 
and rebellious, hurt and combative, 
that.is taking part in a social move- 
ment in which it is both a keen and 
helpless player. 

Behind the unrest there appears 
to be a France that is united in 
mourning the passing away of an 
era of benefits that it thought had 
been won for all time, the "30 glori- 
ous years” after the second world 
War, the years of strong and sus- 
tained growth that wiped out unem- 
ployment — a France that has long 
since disappeared. 

Looked at in this way, the strikers 
are not the ambassadors of private 
sector employees, who are expected 
tû work to keep their jobs, Striking 
railway workers and non-strikers 
alike cultivate a nostalgia for a way 
of life that is under threat. However 
modest that life may be, it ia made 
up of a well-established social order, 
a source of better health, more 
leisure and well-being, 

That is the nub of the crisis, 
because this world is crumbling and 
order ig collapsing, And French soci- 
€ly, lacking leaders capable of ex- 
Plaining the ` loss and persuading 
People to come to terms with it, takes 
to the street to protest or silently puts 
Up with monstrous traffic jams and 
enforced early morning walks, 

What the Frencl! are bhewailing is 
the end of a golden age, a glorious 
Past that has already become a leg- 


end. A France patiently built up in | 


Qatar kicks out agaipst the Saudis 
: .“ . CW 24, 45 


whether his country would be with- 
drawing from .the GCC. “Nothing 
has heen decided yet," he added, 
The final statement, approved by 
all the participants, ignored the call 
by the UAE. president, Sheikh 
Zayed bin Şultan al-Nahyan, in Octo- 
ber. for reconclliation with Iraq and 
for the lifting of the UN embargo, 
Instead it urged “maintaining ,inter- 
national pressure .on, the Baghdad 
government so that it compljes with 
allthe UN resolulone” ..... ,  : 
.ı Jtalso urged tha UN special com: 
mission on Iraqi disarmament to 
develop means ,to, monitor, . Iraqi 
WFAPONS,...and . promised finançia) 
and political: aşsliştance .to help the 
commişsilon,to continue its work; ,;. . 
.:So the new general secretary, will 
be starting his mandate .in a 
strained atmosphere, The GCC: for- 
eign. ministers' meeting with ther 
an, counterparts 
on December 27 in Damagcus will 
reveal how far Qatar is nrepared. o 
take this dispute, . 1. 1| ‘fı HN 
. (December 8). - 


Doha, |. Syrian , and .;Êgypti 


Ma o 2. Dec. 
candidate, decided on a majority vote, 
` Qatar has for, some years .been 
trying to assert the independenice.of 
its policies by every means possible, 
and this is not the first time. jt has 
gone out on .a limb, But the move 
could compromise its membership 
of the GCC. e 
The .setback to Qatari diplomacy 
comeş only a month after its failure 
at the Amman econgomic.summit to 
haye its çapital, Doha, chosen ag the 
venue of the next conference, .. , 
,' ‘There is Hittile doubt that the un- 
predictabllity of Qatari 'forelgn pol 
icy is worrying 'GCC officials,.“It's 
time to. cut. Qatar doya to gize," qald 
a Saudi official, “We, can’t-allow the 
GCC to be held hostage by;.70,000 
Qatarig” ... ., ore! 
: . The.summit ended without an an- 
nouncement g8 to where. the next 
meeting would take plaçe, though 
theoretically: it., should be Doha, 
Qatar's, torelgn minister, Sheikh 
Hamad bin Jassem .. bin. Jabr', ql 
Thani, simply said.that. “no decision 


«has been taken” and refused.-to say 


= lı 
Françolse Chlipaux In Muscat : 
د‎ 


ATAR sprang a surprise on 
Qebe nia by boycotting 
e ion the 16th: Gulf 
: on Council (GCC) summit, 
ا‎ ..ended on. December 6 .in 

uscat, the Omani capital, : 
ar part for the firat time in a 
it of the GCC, which consistg 
0 Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,. Bahrain, 
aa the Arab Emirates and 
xı anl, "the emir .of Qatar, Sheikh 
ila bin Hamad al Thani, who 
: ar his father in. June, abruptly 
the organization's .consensus 
rule, He did so in protest against the 
manner in which Jamil al-Houjailan, 
iy Saudi Arabia's ambassador 

, Was nominaté 
rganişatlon's new e 
lary fof three years. `“. ' : 

Qatar, which wag flelding its own 


cha Cate; pointed out that. the GCC 


required. such’. an appoint 

to be agreed unanimously by 
ت‎ Counçil members, But the .other 
bera, who supported the Saudi. 


representatives of all of | 
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Wasting disease that 
hollows out Europe 


there could and should be changes 
in welfare syslenms. But welfare 
protests in Europe, of which France 
offers the mosl dramatic example, 
are, beyoncl the sectional interests 
which ıındoubtedly operate, op- 
posed not to reform but to tle illu- 
sory cure of culting. For the first 
cuts are never the last. Govern 
ments cut first fat, then muscle, 
then bone. As costs migrate from 
caring to guartling, Îrom the welfare 
state to the lock-up slate, they save 
less than they expected. The phrase 
“another round of cuts" is wearily fa- 
ıniliar. There is always another 
round, as the British civil service, 
for example, is now discovering. 

Firms do the same, as they move 
work out of their own relatively 
regulated structures into a coııtrat- 
tors’ jungle outside. A weakcr' and 
weaker central structure, less and 
less well financed, is faced with 
mare and nıore demands it cannot 
mcet. Fewer jobs or worse jobs, less 
help for those without jobs. What 
coultl be more insane? 

Cuts feed on themselves, always 
creating the need for more cuts. 
The arrogantt of governments thal 
repeatedly uffer this cure is akin lo 
that of surgeons repeatedly per- 
forming an unsuccessfitl operation. 
The national dimeıısion here can be 
crucial, when cuts are seep aš par 
ticularly aimed at {he strlıclures 
that created moflern nalions — 
such as the post, the railways, POPU- 
lar education and universal health 
care — 
which, it is worth noling, are promi 
nent on the streets of Frauce today. 
Those whu work for thıenı have 
soıne conaviousness of their hi¥- 
toric nation-building rale, and know 
thal more is being slashed than 
jobs or pensions. 


fer from is not essentially con- 

necled witli ihe European 
enlerprise, Ihere is one obvious 
puint at wlıiclr {he once aggravates 
the otlıar. 

‘The Gernmn version of lhe cul 
ture of contenlment includes a very 
specific prejudice against any redis- 
tribıdion of German wealth being 
effected ly the speındllhrifL lıabits of 
olher Europeans. Tlris ia perhaps 
more important than alleged night 
niares about the return of whee 
barrow money. The Germans fear A 
kind of theft of their assets, and this 
has added to the pressure on other 
governments to cut their deficit 
spending. 1 

It is only France, with its tradition 
of physical rebellion when the peo" 
ple Intuit that the government has 
lost its grip, that could have staged 
this battle. There is too much order 
in Germany and Swelen, too much 
distraction in Spain and italy, too 
much apathy in Britain, Europe's 
resignation, its sense of slowly drift 
ing into worse times, is suddenly 
coufronted by youthful energy and 


| tom {he disease we suf 


by union resolve, phenomena Wê | 


had almost forgotten. 1 
That is heartening as well 48 

worrying. Those on the streets may 

not have the answers, but they are 


powerfully expressing the bele, |: 


shared all over the continent, t4, 


the solufions to our predicament, Û’ 
offeted by’ our governments afd 
business classes art inappropriate .| .. 


and risk making it worse. Thisis the 


pean uonr. : ' 


real threat to Europê, and to Euro” | , 


Martin Woollacott 


AN A Europe worth living in 
be built on the wreckage of 
the lıopes and values that 


have sustained it in the past? That is 
the question being thrust before us 
by French workers and studenits. 


Talk of Maastricht. criteria, of 


German demands, and of welfare re- 
form, tend to create the idea that 
European union, and the price to be 
paid for it, is the central tissue. But 
Europe's overriding problem is not 
monetary union or any other form 
of greater integration. It is a crisis 
which existed before Maastricht 
was even thought of antl which 
would exist if Maastricht had tever 
been thought of. European union is 
not its cause and cannot be its cure. 


Europe is in the grip of a disease, 


It has been repeatedly diagnosed by 
the nıore far-sighted among econo- 
mists and political scientists. Every- 
body knows if and speaks of it in a 
generalised way, and yet, like rela- 
tives refusing to admit the condition 
of a loved one, everybody tiptoes 
around the sick-bed, attending to 
everything except the basic cause. 


It is a disease that eats away first 


at the social lissue of the working 


population, and then attacks the 
blood-systeıns of social help. 

Its destructive energy comes 
from a powerful dynamic, part 
greed, part fear, that moves an inse- 
cure majority, a fearful business 
class, and panicky governments, to 
increasing neglect of what were 
once seen’ as their duties. It has 
come later to the continent than it 
came tu America and Britain, but it 
has came. 

To call this disease unemploy- 
ınent, or a consequence of eCo- 
nomic liberalisation, is to slip back 
into ternıinology that narrows and 
distorts the reality, This is not a mat- 
ter of people out of work but of a ru- 
nous revolution in behaviour ilat 
touches everything, irom edurcalion 
to marriage and clothes. Why arê 
there so many conıbal bools and 
knives in shop windows, so ımuclı 
survivalist rubbish, so much ag- 
gression even in liglı fashion? The 
world of winners and losers is clreşs- 
ing itself for the fray. 

The stages of the disease are 
well-known, although they chase 
one another in a circle that makes it 
difficult to say which comes first. 
But there is the shrinkage in em- 
ployment as companies and govern- 
ments seek the benefits from 
iunking their broader responsibili- 
ties, then the realisation that with- 
out tax increases the old support 
systeıns cannot be paid for, along 
with the conclusion that appropriate 
tax increases are politically im- 
possible. 

We get 8o conditioned to tlıiş se- 
quence that even those opposed 10 
it often accept that İt is in some way 
natural. The rest of Europe is in- 
vited to be horrified that French 
public service ‘pensions are 70 per 
cent of earnings before retirement, 
that the French haye a free choice 
of doctors, and a lot of local hospi- 
tals supervised by local people, ‘or 
that French railway lines reach 
small towns. How pathetic, how 
ridiculous! Weê order things béêtler 
elsewhere in Europe. '' : 

Few. dare: directly ask,.now, why 
our societies are supposed not tû be 
able taafford such things? No doubt 


ton for more than a decade, It is easy to nake in- 
flammatory speeches; much,much harder to bulld 
up community groups and local businesses. There 
' are two immediate challenges: ending the sense of 
exclusion which some young hlack people expres; 
and introducing an accountable police service... 


.8 COMMENT 


A Russian vote 
for democracy 


mentatlon force (I-for) is authorised to, use “neces- 
sary force” to see this done, Both sides may acquli- 
easce since their prlority is to build a secure base 
for the future, Jf they do not then Nato will be faced 
early on with the dilemma the UN could .never 
solve over how much force is “neceasary". ; ' 

Larger questlon-marks hang over subsequent 
atagea of the process particularly in the disarma- 
ment measures which have heen separated from 
the ceasefire and do not carry aly enforcement 
clause. Will, for example, the two sidea really dig- 
band thelr apecial operations and armed civilan 
groups within 45 days? Will they reach “eariy 
agreement” orı lower levels of armaments, with 
precise nutibers of tanks, artillery, etc.? I not, 1s 
there any hope of imposmg limita according to 
“the approximate ratios of populatlons”? 

The clock will also soon tick forward to deadlines 
for holding elections under OSCE supervision at 
the latest by next September. It ımay seem of litle 
importance. The constitution imposed by the agree- 
ment alınost guarantees deadlock between the two 
sides on any difficult issue if a federal government 
ia elected. But failure to surmount thls hurdle will 
send another signal of failure — only montha before 
Hfor is likely to withdraw. 

The fourth and hardest test, algo devoid of en- 
forcement provision, is for measures to {Investigate 
andl prosecute war crimes, Will the moat notorious 
war criminals, Radovan Karadzic and General 
Mladic, ag well as a haat of the legser-known, 
merely step back a few paces to enjoy the fruits of 
their evil crimes, and remain in reserve to resume 
thelr activities if the process breaks down? There 
was, we are assured, no secret deal to this effect 
behind the release of the two French pilots, But we 
fear there may be no conspicuous striving elther to 
bring them to justice. That is too high a price to 
pay for a very imperfect future, 


HY SHOULD we not congratulate the 
Ruaaian people? The alaence of democracy 
was the conatarııt theme of western criticism: now 
they have it across 11 international Hme zones. If 
was feared that thia time round the electorate 


turnout in wintry conditions was nearly two-thirds 
of the register — a subatantial increase compared 
with just over half in 1993. 

The Communists may not be to everyone's taste, 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky to far fewer. But it 1s hard to 
argue that any of the parties which did badly de- 
served to do much better or offered any convinc- 
ing programme to tackle Rusaia’s difficulies. The 
problem is less the result than the negative mood 
in which the electorate went to the polls, This was 
a vote in reacon against “the reforme”, though 
not necessarily againat the right sort of reform. It 
wııs always by implication a vole against Boris 
Yeltain: his own clumsy altempt laat week to dis- 
suade Russiana from voting for the Communists 
made this explicit. The anger andl impatience of the 
Rugsinn electorate can be understood, yet a nega- 
tive vate is not the beat basis on which to build a 
new sense of democratic trust. 

The immediate question which Mr Yeltsin must 
face ls whether to pay any attention to the results, 
He may well calculate that parliament can be writ 
ten off for the next six months as an opposition’ 
dominated platform: this will hardly improve the 
chances for hinısclf or whoever stands on his plat- 
form in the June presidential election. He may be 
tempted to postponement, yet if the electorate re- 
eponds in such numbers to a ballot for the ham- 
alrung Duma, how much more will they demand to 
take part, on time, ir choosing the next president? 
WIr Yelisin now has to decide whether to re-offer 
himself for elecion or try to hoost the dubious 
prospecls of Viktor Chernomyrdin, who has just 
waged a disaatrous and widely mocked campaign. 

Sundays result is not just a vote against the 

president in person but against the chaotic re- 
forms and mounting corruption over which he has 
presided. It is me to take a longer Iaok at the 
whole process and the defects which it has re- 
vealed in the so-called transition from “commur” 
nism” to "capitallanı” — both highly suspect terma 
which we have to use for shorthand purposes, AS A 
recent study from Cambridge University (China's 
Rise, Russia's Fall, by Peter Nolan) argutea, this 
transilon has been naively thought of as one from 
“plan to ‘market. Yet the Soviet Union was al- 
ways a command economy rather than one 
planned on rational lines. Inı the transition towards 
the markek, a central condition of success is the 
ability to temper new economic forces hy effective 
planning. Whatever the shape of the Duma, or the 
identity next year of u new president, Russia etill 
has to solve the puzzle of this transition. 


Brixton is not yet 
a burnt-out case 


ERHAPS it was tempting fate. Two months ago 

reporters retırned to Brixton for the tenth an- 
nivergary of the 1985 riots. Heartening stories 
were filed about an inrer city area which was reju- 
venating itself. New jobs, new projects and a new 
five-year programme were forging a New Brkxton. 
In the warda of the chief executive of the regenera- 
tion programme, there was “a great sense of en- 
ergy, vibrancy and optimism — the riots are part of 
our history but we have moved on™. Last week’s 
riots no longer carry the shock that the first round 
caused in 1981. In the opening words of the 
Scarman report, “the British people watched with 
horror and incredulity . . . scenes of violence and 
disorder in their capltal city, the lke of which had 
not previously been seen in this century in Britain.” 

There are two reasons for this lack of shock: 
Regrettably, riots have become a' familiar phena- 
menon in the past 14 years — pot Just in inner 
cities but on the outer rim too. More hopefully, 
Î 1995 was not 1981. This was not a comınunity in 
revolt but a amall number of protesters many of 
whom were sincerely, and understandably, dis- 
treased hy the death of a second black man in po- 
lice custody in the diatrict within six months, but a 
minority of whom wanted to cause trouble and ad- 
mitted as much. 

The precise chronology of events is disputed but 
twa events poured petrol on the simmering anger 
of the demonstrators: the 1ateat edition of the black 
newapaper, The Voice, with its front page interview 
of an anonymous witness who claims to have seen 
the police beating up the man who died in custody; 
and Rudy Narayan, the black lawyer expelled from 
the Bar, who in an inflammatory address told the 
crowd “the Brixton police are killers. They will not 
understand what they have done untill one of them 
haa been killed”. 

All three political parties rightly condemned the 
violence. A legitimate demonstratlon is no excuse 
for looting or flre-bombing.. Clearly better commu- 
nication needs to be maintained with local commu- 
unites during official‘ Inquiries into ‘complaints 
about police abuse. 

Brixton last week was a grim remindcr that it 1s 
easier to destroy than to bulld. Community groups 
and entrepreneurs have becn rehabilitating Brix- 


Building a 
new Bosnia 


SHEAF of paper was signed in Paris Iast week, 

bulging with intricate measures to restore 
peace te Bosnia, The general agreement with its 1 1 
annexes attempts to do four things simultaneously: 
to police an effective boundary between the two 
“entidea” (the Bosnian Serb and Bosnla-Herze- 
govina Republics), to stabilise the region by arms 
control and confdence-bluülding. measures, to es- 
tablislı a conatibıtlon and functioning parllament, 
and to guıaraptee and protect all humıan rights. 
Bosnlans on both sides regard it correctly as the 
dismantling of an internationally recognised state, 
not the start of ita re-creatlon. 

This may be the best, after four yearf, to be 
achieved. The military gains this summer of the 
Sarajevo-Croatian alliance, if pushed further, 
could have brought in Serbla and split the alllance 
at the same time. A partion between victim: and 
aggressor, along the infamous 51-49 per cent: 
aplit, had already beer leglümlacd by a succession 
of internalonal negotiators. The reallly by 1996 
waa that if it were done, it would have to be done 
quickly. What are the chances of delivering some. 
thing worthwhile? We shall know before very long. 
The frst task js the very specific onc of demilitaris- 
ing the: ceaye-fre line and vacating areas .now 
occupied by ‘the “wrong”. side, The Nato imple:. 


Î would Yofe in smaller numbers, Instead, overall 
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Arafat to 
Run For 
President 


وو > > ت 
Barton Gellman In Jerusalam‏ 
E‏ 


HREE DAYS after Israeli forces 

pulled uut of Nablus, Yasser 
Arafat paicl his first visît in 28 years 
to the West Bank's largest city asl 
week ancl declarecl his candliclacy for 
Palestinian president [rom the 
rooftop of an abancloned nilitary 
post. 

Shouting into a microphone alap 
the former [sraeli headquarters, 
Arafat recited the litany of six Arab 
cities to receive self-rule by month's 
end — Jenin, Tulkarm and Nablus 
already and Qalqllya, Ramallah and 
Bethlehem in coming days — and 


proniised that “liberation” was com- 


ing for Jerusalem too, 
“We prornise to continue, step by 


step, building the Palestinian inde- 
pendent state with its capital, noble 
Jerusalem,” Arafat shouted above 
the cheers. Sovereignty over Arab- 
dominated East Jerusalem, which 
israel seized from Jordan in 1967, is 
a Palestinian demand in ongoing 
talks with lsrael. 


Arafat has long made clear that 


he planned to run for presiclent ûf 
the Palestinian Council 
formed on January 20. He clase 
Nablus, a hatbed of Palestinian na- 
fonalisın known as the Mountain of 


io be 


Fire, to make his candlidacy official, 
"From liberated Nablus, 1 say to 


you: Wil you permit me to nomi 
nate myself?" Arafat asked. Thou- 
sands of Palestinians roared a 
joyous approval and broke into 
rhythmic chanls pledging “our 
blood, our soul" to Abu Ammar, as 
Arafat was known among Palestini- 
ans through years of bloodshed 
with Israel. 


The sequence designed by Arafat 


and Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
in the accord they signed In Wash- 
ington in September, could not be 
more favorable to Arafat at the polls. 
His election campaign coincides 
with scene after scene of celebration 
as Israeli forces pack up and with- 
draw fron cities where they were 
regarded as despised occupiers. 


No potential opponent reaches 


0 digits in publicopinion polls, 
an 
certain. The A3seat council wil] have 
executive and legislative powers. 


Arafat's election is regarded as 


‘The longtime chairman of the 


Palestine Liberation Organization, 
who has ruled the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho for 17 months, expressed 
his solidarity with Palestinian prise 
oners still held in Ieraell jails. He 
singled out, . as’ he .often does, 
Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, the spiritual 
leader of the .Islamic Resistance 
Movement known as Hamas, ° 


Many Hamas leaders appear 


. likely to take part, directly or indi- 
rectly, in the January ballot. One ge- 
nior leader in Gaza, Emad. Falouji, 
has announced his ' candidacy for 
the legislature and accepted a posi- 
tion from Arafat ds director of his ef- 
forta at “natlonal reconcillatio;” . 


Arafat and his entourage’ arrived 


in- Nablus'in g& pair of Egyptian helt 
` COopters flown from Gaza with an -ls- 
raeli: alr force .eacort; . Always’ 
concerned about‘hia safety; Arafat: 
has tightened security since Rabini's: 
assasşination .: last ؛‎ month,. Body-i 
guards ‘pressed close ‘arourid him: 
throughout his spêech.t . : : «r»: 
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critical of the socialist system and 
Communist Party leaders, 

Further, they said, he had 
"surreptitiously organized some 
people both at home and abroad 1o 
discuss the socalled struggle strat- 
egy and planned to unite various 
forces of illegal organizations 10 
make preparations for overthrowing 
the government.” In support of all 
this, they said, Wei had purchased a 
12.5 percent interest in an urban 
credit cooperative in Beijing so he 
could set up a “democratic move- 
ment” bank. 

Evidence presented included let- 
ters Wel had written from jail in the 
early 1990s to Chinese leaders, in- 
cluding one to senior patriarch 
Deng Xiaoping regarding Chinese 
rule in Tibet. Both letters were later 
published abroad. 

In a 20-minute statement in hiş de- 
fense, Wei said that the “purpose of 
his actions was to bring forth demo- 
cracy and make every level of the 
people more capable of enjoying their 
own democratic rights and to protect 
their own interesta,” his brother told - 
reporters. He aleso quoted Wei as 
denying that he sought to over 
the government, 1 


treaty vote, “Over the past 5Û years, 
since the dropping of the nuclear 
bombs at Hiroshima and Nagasakî, 
the .nuclear menace .has. always 
threatened .mankind’s existence,” 
he said, .: > 

“It is our hope that the countries 
outside the region, ' eapeclally the 
nuclear powers, will respect South- 
east Asla's aspiration and: commit 
ment, to guaranteé not to -uşe or 
threaten to use nuclear weapons,": ` 

Most nuclear nations were ‘cau- 
tiously critical of the. nucleartree 
zone. vote, The United States .said. 
the zone might:threaten its bilateral 
security agreements with: some of 
the Aslan countries and might in- 
hibit ا‎ abit to move "its nuclear- 
armed ` ‘and. nuclent-powered! 
warships throughi tha region, . 
. . China; for its part; sald the treaty’ 
miglitinfringê on sûrme of lt. sover- 
eignty claime; particulatiy ini the djs-! 
puted .Sptatly Island. chain . that ig 
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the courthouse, “Go,” a police offi- 
cial said in English as he waved off 
one reporter, “Go far away," 

inside, his brother said, Wei sat 
with two of lis lawyers, whom he 
had not been able to consult in ad- 
vance, while three prosecutors pre- 
senter the case to a panel of three 
judges. [t was the first time family 
members had seen Wei since he 
was arrested on April 1 of last year. 

Although Wei appeared to be 
healthy, he said at one point that he 
wasn't feeling well, and the court re- 
cessed for a halfhour so he could 
rest in an adjacent room and take 
some medicine, Wei Xiaotao told re- 
porters. 

The government charged that 
Wei had souglıt to “Jevelop a plan of 
action that included establishing an 
organization to raise funds to sup- 
port democratic movement activi 
ties” — a plan that allegedly called 
for operating newspapers, organiz- 
ing cultural activities and publishing 
material to "raise a storm powerful 
enough to shake up the present gov- 
ernment.” 

Wei's crimes, prosecutors said, 
also included seeking financial aid 
overseas. and publishing articles 
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At the same time, the Beijing go0v- 
ernment has adopted an aggressive 
stance on other political [ronts, 
threatening to invade Taiwan: bully- 
ing Hong Kong's local government 
and press; aııd installing its hand- 
picked Panchen Lama, the second- 
ranking figure in Tibetan 
Buddhism, in an apparenl bid to 
subvert the traditional authority of 
Tibet's exiled leader, the Dalai 
Lama. 

in the Wei case, China brushed 
aside appeals for his release from 
numerous world leaders including 
President Clinton and German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl. Neverthe- 
less, many international liuman 
rights groups lıave accused West- 
ern governments of failing to speak 
out strongly enough on behalf of 
Chinese dissidents, thus allowing 
the Beijing leadership to believe 
that it stands to lose little by sup- 
pressing its critica, 

Although a court spokesman said 
that Wei's trial would be open to thıe 
public, only his younger brother, 
Wei Xiaotao, and a younger sister 
were allowed to attend, while 
dozens of policemen prevented un- 
invited persons from approaching 


China Dissident GC 
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HE conviction and imprison- 
ment of lealing Chinese dis- 
sident Wei Jingsheng last 


week on charges of "plutting to 


overthrow the government” drew 


widesprtarl conclenınatior and fur- 

ther complicated Clıina's problem- 

plagued relalionslhip with tlie 

United States, 

The Beijing Intermediate Court 
sentenced Wei to 14 years in jail — 
the harshest punishnıent imposed 
on a Chinese dissident since the 
Tiananmen Square democracy 
demonstrations of 1989, 

Wei, 46, is widely regarded as the 
father of China's democracy move- 
ment and was a strong contender 
for this year's Nobel Peace Prize. A 
former soldier and Beijing zoo elec- 
tncian, he was thrust to prominence 
by essays he wrote during the 
1978-79 dissident poster campaign 
known as the Democracy Wall 
movement; since then, he lıas spent 
all but seven months in jail. 

The stiff sentence handed down 
— apparently with the approval of 
China's top leadership — was yet 
another setback for U.S.-China rela- 
tions after a summer of tension 
heightened by the unofficial visit of 
Taiwanese President Lee Teng-hui 
to the United States and by the Bei 
JINE government's subsequent ar- 
rest of Chinese American lıuman 
rights activist Harry Wu. Wu was 
convicted on spying charges but 
later expelled from the country, and 
the two countries pledged in 
October to try to restore amicable 
relations, 

Weit’s imprisonment is the latest 
in several months of repressive ac- 
ions aimed at critics of China's rul- 
ing Communist Party. All but three 
of nine signatories of a "peace char- 
ter” composed and disseminated by 
Chinese „democracy aclvocates in 
1993 are in jail or exile. Two leading 
figures from the 1989 Tiananmen 
Square democracy novement who 
were released from prison a year 
ago — social scientist Chen Ziming 
and student leader Wang Dan — are 
back in jail. Chen's meclical parole 
¥a8 revoked, and Wang has been in 
custody without trial or formal 
arge since May. Other critics of 
۴ live under virtual house 


S.E. Asia Leaders Declare Nuke-Free Zone 


in the region İs at least a dozen 
years old. But it has come to frultion 
now because of the changes that 
have occurred since the collapse of 
the Sovlet Union and the end of the 
Cold War. The long-running conflict 
in.Camborlia was resolved with the 
withdrawal of Vietnamese troops, 
and Hanoi this year was admitted as 
a full member of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). 
Last week's vote came at a. SUm- 
mit meeting ir Bangkok that 
brought .together rall' the region's 
heads of. state, They include the 
leaders of the.seven ASEAN nations 
+ the : Philippines, ı Thailand, .. In- 
donesla, - ..Malaysla, Singapore, 
Brunei and Vietiam ~~ and, for the 


. first time; those of Laos, Burma and 


Cambodia, which are attending the: 
meeting a8 observers, : , . -. : 
Vietnamese Prime: Minister Vo, 


Van Kiet gave the rationale for. the 


nuclear powers. China carrled out a 
nuclear test three months ago, U.S, 
intelligence sources say that India 
,may ber just days from conducting 
its first nuclear test in two decades, 
Pakistan has the .capacity to bulld 


. nuclear weapons, and North Korea’ 


is believed to be developing its.own 
nuclear program, 0 
` The United States, with its 
nuclear-armed fleet, remains .the 
principal «military force In Asia, 


. while France has drawu widespread 


international condemnation for. car- 
rying out nuclear tests in the South 


cific, . E E 
.. The move by the, Southeast Asian! 


„leaders seemed. to mark an impor! 


tant, symbolic şhow: of indepen 
dence :in foreign..policy .after- two: 


. decades of; Cold.. War, polarization’ 
| . between the .region's.. communist 


and norrcommunist blocs. .: 


.'. The idea: for a nuclear-free zone 


و 
Keith B. Richburg In Hong Kong‏ 
ا ا 


۳ HE 10 natlons of Southeast Asla 
a defiant, if largely sym- 
bolic, stand last week against heir 
e nuclear-armed neighbors and 
. United States, voting to declare 
و‎ a اا‎ zone and 
e ‘wo 3 : 
honor 8 nuclear powers 
€ kreaty.bang the “possession, 
ا‎ and acquisition” of 
3 Clear weapons in a wida stretch of 
rritory fron Burma in.the north 
j donesia in the south. . 
One of the Southeast Asian 


pabilik ja belleved to have the ca- 


Of or interest İn developing; 


od.of armed conflict. 4 
i the region’ is surrounded by' 


ص 


e h 
at is a largely prosperous reglon: 
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The Bond 
bombshell 


Jacques Buoh 


HE Frenclt (dlefence ministry 

thought it would get lashings of 
free publicity for its military tech: 
nology when it allowed Lhé ultra 
modern Irigale, La Fayette, and the 
Tigre ınodel of atlack helicopter to 
feature in the latest James Bond 
movie, Goldleneye. 

But it bad not reckoned wiih 
Pierce Brosnan, tle elegant succes 
sor, aR lames Bond, to the unri 
valled Sean Connery, the cllarmer 
Roger Moore, the zombielike 
George Lazenby and the discreet 
Timolhy Dalton. Brosnan, it turns 
out, is fiercely antinuclear and a 
Greenpcace supporter. 

In the course of promoting Goker: 
eye, the Irish-born actor has nade 
no bones about his hostility to Presi: 
den! Jacques Clıirac’s resuniption of 
nuclear testing. 

Ã surprised French governmenl 
decided to cancel the long-planned 
gala preview of the film, at which 
clefence minister Charles Millon 
and his top ınilitary brass would 
have been able to ceno over tle 
screen pertormanice of France's own 
“stealth” frigate and “supercopter". 

The fear was that anti-French 
remarks by Brosnan might havé 
forced 1he minister to stalk out of 
ihe cinema. It turned out to be an 
unnecessary precaution, ns the 
actor hall decidecl to boycott Ile 
event anyway. 

The quietly-spoken Brosnan ex 
plained his point of view to le 
Mundle in his suite al the Hûlel 
Plaza Athénée in Paris, in the pres 
ence Of two enraptured young 
woınen, who also happened to be 
Greenpeace aclivists. They were 
clearly delighted to have pulled off 
ihis unexpected meclia coup al 4 
time wien Cireeııpeace’s campalgn 
seenıs lo be running out of steal. 

"Nu one is going lo convince mlê 
thal nuclear weapons are good fûf 
pence,” Brosnan opinecl. “I've been 
out there and linlenegl to what tle 
Polynesians have lo say, to their 
grievances, II's impossible to be 
lieve Ihal Ihe blasts will have uo ef 
fel oun Ihe envirunmtent, wildlife 
and bhunan beings,” 6 

‘The Freel military authoriliês 
lave been particularly surprised 
Brosnan's remarks since he seen 
lo get ûn like a house on fire WI 
Lhe experts {hey senl oul aS adyis 
ers during shooting. 

But the shoot took place last Fe 
ruary, when, as they pull it, "the CO 
text was different". They ascihe 
Brosnan's clıange of heart to his 1 
lationship with “a Greenpeace 
tiviat who has twistecl him round 
her little finger". The actor 
denies this, and describes her 458 
“journalist who specialises in 
ronmental matters”. 

On December 1, Brosnan went 
have a heart-to-heart talk with 
istry of defence officials, who P 
him with facts and figures n'a 
attempt to convince him that 
French nuclear tests in the 2% 
were : harmless, But when 


emerged from the meeting, he 2 


still sceptical. : e 
: (December 3/4) e 
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— to a firat novel, Jean Rouard'a 
Les Champa SHonneur, pub- 
lished by Lindon. : 

In 1995 Grasset, which had 
won the Goncourt in 1991 and 
1993, but not in 1994, was re- 
partediy determined to nee off 
the opposition, Two writers in its 
atable, François-Olivier 
Rousseau and Hector Bianciotti, 
were in the running. But Franz- 
Olivier Glesbert, another 
Grasset author, and editor of the 
dally newspaper Le , Was 
also a contender with his third 
novel, La Souille. He soon be- 
came favourite to win. 

But how could the judges 
award the prize to Glesbert 
when Labro, another journalist, 
had been debarred five years 
earlier? They could easily 
imagine the sarcastlc comment 
such a decision would trigger, 
and therefore decided to give the 
prize to Andre! Makine's Le 
Testament Français. 


lishing group like Haclıette. A 
300,000-copy Concourt-winner 10|» 
resenls 11 per cent of Crrassel's 
turnover. 

“You have to remenıbcr {hurt: are 
150 bestsellers ench year and only 
five major book pilzes," says Jel 
Claude Fasquclle, Grassel's chair- 
nian. “Andi even then only 1biree of 
lhem really boost sales. Garcia Miu 
quez and Umberto Eco don"t neel 
them, What irritates nıe is wlıen ex- 
ternal factors that have nolhing to 
‘do with the qualily of the book in 
question come into play — suclı as 
panels of judges settling scores with 
each other," 

Does that mean external facturs 
are more reprehensible than less 
visible but more complex internal 
ones, such as secret deals between 
rival publishers? These are only the 
tip of an iceberg that involves sub- 
sidiarles and publishers who are 
distributed by the big groups. Thus, 
any prizes that go to Editions de Mi- 
nuit, Editions de Olivier or Phébus 
are of direct interest to Seull, which 
distributes theirbooks. 

Even people working for the pub- 
lishing ‘houses which fight tooth 
and nail for the big prizes are now 
béginning to mutter that it is high 
time to change the present hide- 
bound and discredited system of 
life-member panels. But just as long 
as the prizes interest the reading 
public and make money for publish- 
ers, there will be little incentive to 
make thanges.:: i i> 
1 -(Novêmber 22) ' ا‎ 
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Not so glittering prizes 


But in the end the Goncourt 


went to Marguerite Duras for 


L'Amant — in other words to an 
established writer and a 
aqueaky-clean publisher, Jérême 
Lindon of Editions de Minuit. 

In 1990 a leading journalist, 
Philippe Labro, hoped to win the 
Goncourt, Labro, an 
successful Gallimard author, 
would have made an ideal 
Goncourt winner in the popular 
veln, and sales would probably 
have been correspondingly high. 
Also to be taken into conaidera- 
ton was the fact that Gallimard 
had not received the prize since 

1985 and that Grasset had won 
itin 1986 and 1989. 

But Labro also happened to be 
the influential head of a leading 
radio station, RTL. That made it 
difficult to award him the prize. 
In the end it went — unusually 


boost the group's financial position 
by helping to offset Mercure de 
France's losses," says Gallimard, 
Gallimard's and Cherki's appar- 
ent lack of interesl in the book 
prizes may seem odd. But income 
from a Goncourt, while it may dou- 
ble the turnover of a small pub- 
lisher, represents only a small 
increase in sales for Gallimard and 
Seuîl, which can draw on a much 
larger backlist, have paperback im- 
prints, and cover a wide nunıher Q 
subjects. ت‎ 


ALES of a Goncourt prizewin- 

ner usually range from 150,000 

to 400,000 copies (Marguerite 
Duras's LÃmant sold 1 million in 
1984). A Goncourt that sells 300,000 
copies af 100 francs per unit ac- 
counts for only 3' per cent of Galli- 
mard's sales and 5 per cent of Seuil's, 
The chief gain of Lhe book prizes 
for those two publishers is that they 
help them to attract or hang on to 
writers who want to wîn a nıajor lit- 
erary award, “What people remem- 
ber”, says -Cherkl, “is not our 
autumn ‘books Îist, but the fact we 
did or did not get a- prize. The 
trouble is thateven if we can do 
without the prizes from a financial 
standpoint they are vital to our 
image,” ' 
However, in the case of Grasset, 


most of whose output consists of 


new fiction, several’ Goncourtless 
years in a row constitute a serious 


financial: setback; ‘even if it does 
enjoy the backing of a major pub- 1 


OW DO the judges on the 

Prix Goncourt pane always 
manage to come up with a “sur- 
prise”, arıd thus evade the brick- 
bats they would undoubtedly 
earn if the rumours during the 
run-up to each year’s award 
turned out to be correct, tortées 
Josayane Savigneatu. 

Look at what happened in 
1984. Bernard-Henri Lévy had 
just published his first novel, Le 
Diable en Tête (Grasse, The 
Goncourt judges are always re- 
luctant to give their prize to a 
first novel, out of fear that the 
winner may write nothing after- 
wards. But Grasset was dead set 
on netting the prize, as indeed 
was Lévy. The whole thing 
seemed to be iıı the bag, and 
other publishers were already 
beginning to think about the fol- 


lowing year’s award, 


remote conneclion with literary 
quality. 

Any panel can get it wrong — nel- 
ther Proust, nor Joyce, nor Borges 
ever won the Nobel Prize for Litera- 
(ure — and it is easy to point to the 
large number of Goncourt winners 
who have vanished without trace, or 
to the many nıajor writers who have 
been passed over, 

But the infighting that used to be 
characteristic of France's close rela- 
tionship with its writers of fiction 
now no longer seems to play a key 
role in ihe scramble to win prizes. 

Recession lıas made the system 
even more perverse: in order to sur- 
vive, certain publishers now need to 
win a top prize — especially the 
Goncoürt — at regular intervals, 
This is why, in the struggle arrnong 
lhe three rivalscum-accomplices of 
"Galllgrasseuil", tle gloves have 
now come off. 

What is a big prize worth to the 
leading publishers? Antoine Galli- 
mard, chairman of Gallimard, and 
Claude Cherki, head of Seuil, are re- 
laxed about it all. “For us it's the 

icing on the cake,” says Gallimard. 
"in the old days, we uşed to say to 
ourselves that a prize would gener 
ate profit in' years wien we only 
managed to break even. Now I try 
to génerate profit come wlıat may.” 

But the Goncourt is a gift fronı 
heaven for a small publisher such a8 


Mercure de France (a subsidiary of 


Gallimard), which makes an aiınual 
loss ‘of up ‘to 4 milion francs 


Publish 
and be 


acclaimed J 


Marion Van Renterghenmı 
looks at the commercial 
demands behind France's 
leading literary awards 


HE most important of 
France's annual crop of hook 

prizes are tlıe Pıîx Goncourt, 
whiclı has been going since 1903, 
and the Prix Renaucdlot, first awar- 
ded 23 years laler. They have he- 
come such big media events that 
the announcement of the winners İs 
the lead item on the main lunchtime 
TY bulletins. 

This should be good news for 
anyone who loves literature, Yet 
every year we hear the same old ac- 
cusations — that the panels, whose 
members are co-opted for life, are 
not independent, that the prizes are 
rigged, that publishers collude to di- 
vide up the spoils. Three of them, 
Gallimard, Grasset and Seuil, pick 
up prizes so regularly that they are 
often sarcastically referred to as 
"Galligrasseuil", 

Thus, we are told, the whole oper- 

ation is planned down to the last 
detail; prizewinners, who can count 
themselves lucky to be around at 
the right time (when it suits their 
publishera' interests), take the 
money and run — and someümes 
even vanish for ever, “killed off" by 
thelr sudden fame. On 210 account 
must they get it into their heads that 
it is their book or their talent that is 
being rewarded, 

Ofcourse, ifthe scenario were as 
blatant as that, the prizes would 
have been swept away by an 
avalanche af ridicule and scorn long 
ago, The events survive thanks to 
symbolic, political and financial iıı- 
teresls wlıose parameters change 
from lime to tine, 

This was amply illusirated in 
1945, when the usual paflern was 
disrupted. Everyone thought Gras- 
set, which has won tlie Goncourt 
virtually every other year, had a 
surefire winner in Franz-Olivier 
Gieshert's novel La Souille. But the 
jurlges preferred Andre Makîine's 
Le Testantent Français (Mercure de 
france) which a weck earlier had 
won the Prix Médicis, jointly with 
another novel. 

No writer had ever before man- 
aged to net two of the leading 
literary awards in the same year. 
France was used to publishers bat- 
tling it out at prizegiving time; but 
on this occasion it looked as tough 
there had also been skirmishing be- 
tween panels, The Goncourt judges 
were proud of their choice, “It 
proves that ifs the book that 
counts,” said Didier Decoin, a new 
judge, He would not have felt the 
need to voice that sentiment had 
there not been doubts about the 
way winners were chosen. 

Who is to blame? The judges? Or 
the whole system — which could 
exist only in a country where every- 
one, including people such as for- 
mer President YValéry Giscard 
d'Estaing, insists on trying their 
hand at novel-writing? : 

. In France, book prizes haye a par- 


ticularly important symbolic and eco- 


nonric ` impact. People buy the 
prizewinning books, and especially 
the Goncourt, without realising that 


the judges’ choices often have only a (£500,000). ' “Makine's book will 


